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CHAPTER ONE

WHAT IS RITUAL MAGIC?

, Ritual or Ceremonial Magic is one of the greatest
tools of occult training and work. It is, of course'

:work of a somewhat more advanced nature than'
the more generally known techniques of
meditation, visualization, concentration, and
psychic sensitivity, and for this reason there is
ioitt misundersianding in the mind of the
general public as to what it is really all about. In
its proper sense it has little to do with the image
poftrayed by popular novelists or journalists,
*frict'stems'largily from dabblings in medieval
superstition.

It is a discipline and method of occult practice
wherein all the faculties of the student are
employed in pursuit of the Great Work. This is,

as ln all repirtable opcultism, the expansion of
consciousness in order to make one's general
human qualities and understanding of the
univ€rse the greater, and from this to act as a
cohscious chinnel for the work of God in His
creation. The first part of occult work consists in
fashioning yourself into an instrument worthy of
use by the forces of Light, and the second part is

the dedicated service to God and man that
follorus from this.
, Ritual magic pertains more to the second part

,;.tl.,:l )
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of occult developrnent, fon to be ,an effective
prbctl'tioner one needs to be shilled in the
iechniques of visualization, to be capable of long

, gustained concantration, to possess controlled
psychic sensitivity, and to have that depth of

. intuitional understanding that comes only from
long practice of meditation. It can be used fior the
development of beginners, however, on a group

' basis, for presence at a series of ritual workin$s,
particularly of the initiatory type, can do much to

' ,r develop, the latent occult and psychic powers of
,' ' the sincere student.

Importance of Symbolism
Symbolism is all-important in ritual, as in much

_ subjectively however, as you might do in
; meditation, in ritual you become a part of the

symbol (or symbol systern), acting it out
physically and presenting it to the physical

i, . , $€ilses in every way possible, through sight,

;,, , sound, touch, taste and smell as well as holding it;t before the inner senees. By the inner senses we
r, ," nrean not only the facultiesff thr imagination but
,,,i, also the mental understanding and the spiritual
i,;rl will or intention. Thus one aims to beconte,
,',1:," ternporarily, completely one-pointed whereby

nothing exists but the symbol. ,

This may seem to be a very 'narrowingt kind of
operation but it is in fact just the opposite, for no

I symbol exists entircly independently, sufficient to
,', il: itgclf aloqre, and the 'narrowing downl of

; gsirccrl$ation and attention results in,fact in a
' (L-^..-l--!-- ^...t !- ^-^rL^- l:-^--:^-

closely about a given topic, anci by this methoci
achieves a deeper understanding of it' Ritual
rnagic is, however, much more pptent than

r meditation, lor more than one faculty is used.
' Because of this, highly sensitive people, such as

have lor example been practising Eastern occult
development involving fasting, vrigetarianism,
and yogic breathing exercises, do well to avoid'
too sr.rdden an exposure to ritual magic. [t gor.lld,

literally, 'blow a fuse' psychically, by applying
too high a psychic voltage to a system without

, I sufficient res'istance.' ,,. .lRitual magic is very much a Western
: :fechnique, for the occidental man whor has to

lpake his way in the hurly.burly of the Western
world. The East has its sensitizing techniques for'
those of the orient who can put themselves away

, in hermitages far lrom the madding crowds and
rely on their begging bowls being filledj

ln ritual magic one is, as in most of opcultigrn, :

dealing with the subconscious or unconscious
mind "and through this making contact with
'invisible realities', objective states of existence,
and beings, that'"t." tot normally accessible
directly td the conscious mind. This means that
there is more to occultisrn than playing about
With subjective visions or even 'qrchetypes of tlle
collectivi unbonscious'. There is this io it, and
much that passes for occultism is in fact no more

: than regurgitation of subconscious elements, but
to the tiainld occultist who is'on his contnptl', thc
unconscious is merely a magic mirror in which
are reflected objective, thpugh non"physicalr;

lxir
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is somewhat similar to what
, , realities. Cortsciousness I 'is thus indirtctly



Types of Bitual
Rituals fall into certain broad typcs according to

' , rtlri;lntention behind therr, r/tle can list these as

. Seasonal, Remodial, Initiatory, Exploratory and
Redetnptive, although there may be rituals

' which do not fit into any of these categories, and
. ihany which orerlap two or mor€ of thern. The
place of worrhip in ritual we will deal with in our
later section upon Rituals, for there is.often a
confusion between ieligious and magical.r'r'uals
owing tqcentain sirnilarities of style and symbol.

Seasqnal Rituals are used to mark special
€vents in the magician's year and the principal
on€s are the quarterly Equinoxes and Solsticeg

. which mark the turning point of the psychic
' tides. In hie work upon himself the magician

rigards oach of the iour Seasons as.having a
correspondence in his own psyche. The element
of Waier is, for instance, often equated with the
tirne frorn Winter Solstice to Vernal Equinox,
and during this time the magicidn experiences in

' ' his soul the cleansing of all out-worn and
unwanted psychological debris in preparation for
rlew growth in the tide beginning with the Vernal
Equinox, whic.h is usually equated with Fire.
This is not necessarily a reversion to pagan f'orms
of nature worship - though, like Christianity, it
does have these overtonds which make it the
richer if sympathetically understood - but is a
continuing conscious process of psychic growth
that uses the seasons ofthe year as a natural and
fitting context.

, Distortion of Character
, Reryledial Rituals are of two types, which mlght

.be classiffed as General and Piiticular. The iim

!r! tnI.rRHl;!t!rn.!-rr n!l!r.4t.tvt^itll, WH,^.T iS RiTuF.L l"/rAGiC? 11

is generally to balance a distortion of character,
eitfier in an individual or a grouP. It can b-e as an
aid to heal physical diiease, although no
responsible magicant would attempt- to repl{ct

, rhi medical practitioner. Eich to ht:
' complernentary task, the physici4n to deal with

, ,the physical il[, the magician to the inner causes

behind it.
:r: j. Ther Particular Remedial method will attempt

rituals dealing exclusively with Jupiter. The
General Remedial method would rather str€ss a

symbol complex of a balancing harrnonious
nature in itself, such as that associated with the
Sun (and all pagan healing gods have some

"r*.ili"" *it'n irt. S""). "A,iain, the use of
pagan symbol systerns should not be go{usqd
luith pagan worship, these god forms.are simply l

psycliic lenses in which to concentrate
ippropriate types of force emanating either frorn
t6i cottectio.'utt.ottt"ious or from ihe objectivb
inner realms o.f existence.

Rebirth of ConsciouBness
Initiatory - Rituals are invariably group rituals
whereby-a new member is introduced to the
particuiar symbolism used by the group and a
dra-, of rebirth is not infrequently acted out,
usually with the candidate 

-as the principal
figure. The initial:idea with a neophyte newly' cim. to occultism is to induce the rebirth'qf 

'

' I'l

|,'. ''

'',ir,'

It,l;j:,,to rernedy an imbalance by a ritual devoted to its
;,1 , ,opposite quality. For this a syst€m of ritual
"' ' '*ir..porrd'.t..t such as the 'i'ree of Life is
' , ;;qffi;; -*ri.t.uy 

"rr excess of irritability
(symbolically assigned to the sphere of Mars)
would be treated $ -.utt of a iitual or series of



qonsciousness whereby inner, reaiities come to
take on the same validity as outer reality. The
newcomer to ritual'generally has his attention
focused on the physical actions taking place, no
doubt expecti'ng all kinds of thaumaturgical
phenomena and similar pyrotechnics to appear
before his eyes.

As he grows in wisdom and experience,
however, he learns to see with the inner eye ahd
,hear with the inner ear:, and perceive the inner
reality of which the physical action is but an

' 'outer reflection. There 'are many levels of
initiation, for the rnagical student is ever $rowing
in depth and breadttiof perception, and elch oni

, i rnay be rnarked by a ceremony of initiation,
though the higher ones take place in a temple not
r,nade with hands.

J r, Exploratory Rituals follow on from, or
incorporate, that technique of the active
imagination vari0usly known as Path,working,
Astral Travel, 9r Scrying in the Spirit Vision.
They usually comprise a formal opening and

' closing ciremony, with some kind of original
, work in .the middle that is not preparcd

r beforehand. This can take the form of individual
: ol grorip meditati,on, which being undertaken in

the heightened atmosphere of ritual conditions is
' liable to be more fruitful than that camied outI individually and informally.

Redemptive Ritual is similar to Remedial
Ritual in many ways, but is more closely linked

ll;l,r.nain syrnbols. are usually allied to those that
i,,)appear in the Tarot card suitsn the Rod or Wands rsrlDt rtrv.avu
: or Spear;'the Cup, Cauldron or Chalice; the

i', Sword, Knife or Arrow; and thc Disc or Pantacle.
Other common symbols are the Key, Mirror,

, Ring, Lamen, Lamp; Girdle and so on, tg say
'nothing of the range of incenses that can be
;r,,burned ir.r the thurible.

i,irlrnake his own,notes', and withorrt prior diligent
ii;;uge. of the 'five-finger exerciscs'of occultismany

pqematurq iattentpt at ritual,wo-rking it likcly; to

Most of the symbols are very ancient and deep
seated ones in the psychology of man but their

, real validity in practical terms c-omes frorn
working constantly with them in magic and in

,q,,medltation. Like a violinist, a,magician has ts'

.r^r tr'nr-ir-.r

li'parts of the created universe whose very existence
r is unknown or unsuspected by most Christians,
'r":ls1 

"1on. 
agnostics and the worldly wise, It will

' hus be gathered that in its true sense rnagic is a
very specialized spiritual vocation.

ii,symbolic Accoutrements
;'{s well as the type of Ritual which can be
lemployed, we will also have to consider the
Robes and other symbolic accoutrements that
.f-orm an essential part of the ceremonial art. It is

lltin this field of ritual that thd need 'for a
,1 lomprehensive symbol system such as the Tree of

Life of the Q,abalah becomes apparent, for the
colours used, and even the materials, wifl rrary
from one type of working to another. In entering

iii upon a ritual one - as it were - takes off the
rlr everyday. personality and puts on a magical

version - one that corresponds to the rite. This is
,,i assisted by the use of robes and symbols. The

,,lii,,'',j,',';,,,i,'L iriLiit;,.,',,rffi

with certain types of prayer. At one level it can
consist of quieting souls of the so-called dead who
may be disturbed for one rea$on or another. At
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be as excruciating as some amateur and ill-
trained violinist's over-optimistic elforts - and
possibly with rather mori serious consequences,
particularly if group work is attempted. The lone
dabbler usually cannot sumrnon up a sufficient
head of power to do much damage to himself.

The physical symbols are, of course, all outer
representations of an inner reality, and the
principle is something after the fashion of putting
two mirrors parallel to one another, they keep on
reflecting'themselves almost into infinity. In a
similar way does the inner rnagical symbol reflect
the,outer magical symbol which reflects the inner
which reflects the outer and so on ad infinitum.

As with the vocal symbols, the so-cilled Words
or Nqmes of Power, the sum total of symbols in a
ritual work on another principle, analogous to an
atomic reactor. By systematically working in
meditdtion upon different symbols so that eich
one hae a powerful effect on consciousness, the
juxtaposition and inter-relatlon of many of them
gives rise to a cumulative effect that passes the
flash point of mundane consciousness*

Altar and Pillars
The,rnain symbols are however; what might be
called the 'furniture' of the magical lodge - the
Altar and the Pillars. The Fillars ripresent
philosophically thle duality that is within the
whole of existence - though it should be said in
passing that magical philosophy is not Dualistic
in the sense that there is a Good God fighting an
Evil Cod. Rather do they indicate the positive
and negative, male and female,'active and-passive
complementaries that make up the web.-of life.
One Pillar is thus usually white or silver, and the

For this reason a Veil is often hung between
them, which is drawn aside when a ritual is in
progress and inner and outer planes unite. To
walk through the Pillars with ritual intention in a
well constituted Magical Lodge can be an

r: experience indeed, even for a layman.': The Altar is the focusing point of attention in
. the ritual, and is basically just a working surface,
i though again held to be poised between outer
,l and inner realities, whereon symbols actively

being used may be placed. There is often a
i 'Perpetual Lamp either on it or hanging over it, as* in many churches, signifying the Eternal Light to

1

Which and Whom all allegiance is placed.

Magical Lodge
if, Then we must not forget the area in which all of
,''this takes place, the Magical Lodge, Temple, oi

a place set apart, wherein t
Circle. This is simply a defined sphgre of activity,
a olace sei apart. wherein there is nothinEis nothing

j, distracting from the work' in hand. One could
r liken it to a surgical operating theatre, even
. though its atmosphere and accoutrements might
seem mbre akin to a church.

:'; Magic is certainly, whatever it is, not an'off

other black, but there can be other combinationS
such as green and gold, or red and blue. In
practical terms of magical ritual practice they

,l,ihrts'multipied many times over'because it deals
,:with what are intangibles to our physical sensqs

land consciousnesses, It is not sgmething which

l, represent the gateway in consciousness to the
r'.inner planes of existence beyond the physical.

',' b€at' or deviated kind of religion. It is a discipline
i.as exacting as surgery, and with many of the
l,,lficonsistencies and uncertainties of the medical

;l.ti il\1:1.1i
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can be easily demonstrated to the curious
layman, however sympathetic he might be,
because to an untrained obeerver'it would seem
little ,more than a stylized kind of amateur
dram{tics in a strangely furnished junk room.
Thus only those who have a real voiation for it
'ever get to realize its possibilities to the full - and
th.is also accounts for the widespread
rnisunderstanding. and ignorance about it.
Hopefully this woik will do something to correct
the balance

Ritual Magic rnight be called, in terms
possiblv more acceptable to the modern mind,
'the sciencr of the mandala', Those who have
studied a little Jungian psychology will need no
introdr,rction to what a mandala iJ. tt is, briefly, a
particular type of symbol which comes up into
consciousness when a person undergoing psycho-
therapy is approachin! psychotd#iffi;gration
and their conscious mind is coming to terms with
the unco.nscious. It is a regular fgu"., usually
four-square, and Jung llro oJnrid.ru I ilii
structure of the human psyche to be four-fold,'
Reference to a simple 

-introductory 
book on

Jungian psychology is recommended.'

i and order to life.
In their ffue sbnse they are not mere conscious

.i rnental constructions but are potent symbols'that

r4,reditate.. Conten,plation ,of. them shou.ld bring
about a feeling of-inner peace, and of meanin!

are thrown up fully grown from the depths of the
unconscious. In ritual magic what we are in fact
doing is to construct a three-dimensional
mandala and to work physically in it. By this
rneans .ue airn to project consciousness into a foutlh
dir4msion.

Two Categories
': Magic can be divided into two cptegories, in its

ritual aspect; The lower strata works at the lcvel sf
a kind of philosoirhy minded friendly society.
There may. be dressing up in robes or aprons and

; reiiting various rituals which at worst ire a kind
i:, of bizarre horse-play and at best are an amiablc
!1 recitation of benign pomposities - together with
.. grand sounding titles for most of the officiants.
,' Whatever the intentions, any genuine magical
power is generally conspicuous by its absCnce;

Mandale - Magic Circle
The simplest form of mandala might be said to
consist sirnply of ,a circled c.ross, ind upen this
basis.it is possible to build up a complete-magical
ritual system. The word'mandala'in fact means,
when translated from the Hindu, a,magic circle'.
It was appropniated by Jung to dejbribe the

although the symbolism used rnay in fact ,be

capable of acting as a channel of occult forccs did
the practitioneri only know how to use it. This
,seems to indicatethai many of these systems may
have stemmed from those with rittiat ;;gi"i
knowledge but to have become debased - thJugh
hot necessarily abused - in latter days. , 

'

The higher level of Magic may thus use similar
,,forrnulae but instead of being a colourful
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lapse into the former type over the coursg of
years, though not without shooting off disjcAa
mctnbra (scattered remains), in the prccess who
form longer or shorter lived smaller groups that
retain or may even surpass the original magical
vitality.

This organic process may be a natural result of
numbers. If any group grows to be much more
than a dozen members, institutionalization sets
in, and rare indeed is the group that survives the
withdrawal of its founder and retains its vitality.
Ritual need not necessarily be confined to group
practice however; few rialize that it cin bt
pursued by dn individual. This is why this book
is written, so that individuals may have the
opportunity to rain thernselves occultly, by
means of ritual, and then possibly to train others'* for the magic circle or temple'is a.,training
ground for occultism that is second to none.

The fundamentals of ceremonial rnagic are (1)
the Oircle (or temple); (2) the Pillars and Altar;
(3) the Robes; and (4) the Ritual. We will deal
with each in turn.

i For practical purposes a magical temple may be
i considered to be synonymous with 

-a 
magical

CHAPTER TWO

THE CIRCLE

nation to build the linner' ,circle and
1ffiIe. With a circle,only in physical use oF€ hrs,

circle" Ideally one would have a room, or even
',small building, set aside for ritual use. Thisr would be one's temple. 'However this is not

ralways practicable and the next best thing will be
to convert a room temporarily into a ternple by
constructing a magic circle.

This is most easily achieved by having the
circle painted upon a floor cloth which cin be
,rolled up_out of sight when not in use. It is, of
course, the circle within and not thc circle

/ without that matters. Just as practical occultism
, is concerned with the directed use of mental
concentration and visual imagination, so is
,magical rit"al simply a means-of achieving a
stronger degree of concentration ind

; visualization than might otherwise be possible.
ii, The physical differince between a magic circle
iand a timple is that the 6rst is two-dimensional
and the sepond is three-dimensional. In a temple
,a permanent circle would usually be inscribed

pon the floor, though it would still bc nece$sary
r the magician to use his concentration and

, .' "r"'' ,4



and the potential - and also with the greater
hole.

iding the Circle
CirbJe lnto$.cxt stbp is to divide the

, to bresk infinity up"into a nurnber of
te categories, so that one can get to grips withrue caregorres, so (naroftg can gel ro grlps wlln
This can be an11 nuqnbEr, and any traditional, ,,

system can be'uned to do ii. Thurl one' r. ,

I have twelve segmen:s, each allocated to
of the twelve signs of titrc Zodiac. Or one

ld have six segrneits, each allocated to on-g gf;r,r,'i
'traditiqnal' il4nets - with Soirin thq ccntrq;,., ,,r';l:r

purposCs of illustration throughout this boolt,

Cardinal Points, and allocate an Element to
h orre thus: Air in the East, Fire in the South,

ater in the West, and Earth in the North. The
y two-dimensional plan for this as
to a circle is shown in the diagram on this

ppge. The principle is equally sirnple when
rpplied three-dimensionally but this is best

through the consruction of solid models
from card. They are very easy tro makeand

extremely instructive. Consruction detailg
giveq in the Appendix.IF$rveq [n tne Appendlx.

i',rtVe now make use of the,Law of Corres-
and construct a table of attributions

the header of each Quarter. A short
of strclr atable ,is as follews:

" 
I 

''' i'

to ,construct both clrcle and temple: in the
, cgncen*ated imagination and the onllr differen'ce

is that'there are no physical temple walls about

l ut. to assist in this visualization.

ll Inne" Orierttation
The purpose of both circle and temple is one of
inner orientation. One's position is fixed in
relation to certain agreed coordinates. Thus in a
two-dirnehsional sense one is: ttanding in the
,sentre oJ;an infinite ihorizon al the exact"ni€eting
point of the cardinal directions of East, West]
fior.rth and North. In a three.dimensiorpl',benre

ibne,gees onaself as.the centre eithel of a sptlere
or of a cube - in the latter case the mid-point

,between al'l Six faces, all eight corners, all tivetve
sidesri :; l

r , This may sor"lnd quite a rite observation, but
psychie orientation is what most of us lack and
this simple method is a very good way of
achieving it. In another fbrm it is ,seen in tlle
Christian practice of crossing oneself, which also
has its occult counterpbrt in the Qabalistic
Cross, which we will consider later. As a
preliminary exercise in magical working, as well
as a simple psychotherapy, it is well worth
working on. With rnoderate persistence results
will prove its worth and the ritual magician must
h'bove all else be someone who is keen to try these
things experimentally rather than to,sit and. read' 
about them.

The Circle represents the whole of man (that
is, of 'oneself), and the whole of the Universe. One
thus first learns to orientate oneself centrally in

' We therefore divide our circle, sphere or
hubical temple into four Quarters, based on thc:'i,

shall use a simpler $ystern", ,baqed ,on four,'
,isions, aligning eich one wtth one qf the,{b-uri
ditional Etemints -: Airi Water. Fire ,arld
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ii. diffcr from peson to person. And in all cases the
'true'attributions are those which appeal most to

i' the individual, who should ideally havc arrived at
r, them through meditation and his own esoteric
,t'sense and intuition rather than collecting them
..' from'the pages or dictates of some 'aut[ority'.
; Those who read this book are invited to use the
t attributions given as being generally in the line of

eclectic technique may be useful to the

established tradition, and of proven worth to the
'. author, but there is no obligation to adopt them
: as infallible truth. Each person will find, with
, experience, his own best correspondences. Until

he gains this experience it is hilpful to follow a
I published system. One should avoid flitting in
,',indecision from system to system however.'An

AIR FIRE WATER EARTHEast South West NorthSw.ord Wand Crp bil"Yellow Red Blue GreenDawn Noon Dusk Vfia"ign,
!rying Summer Autumn Wintei---Life Light Love LawFaith Hooe Charity Understanding
Childhood Youth Maturity OlJAge__t _ __ - -9_

- and the lists could be continued indefinitely.It should,be stressed that such tables'of
correspondences should be put to p.u.ti.J;;. i,
the circle. All too often they a.e ,'elegated to the
steitle. function of just 

"aiing 
;;-;i; ,r;;-;l

T:,1,,u1, 
impedimenta in the stldenr's ,niriJor,

*.9T", becomipg the cr.lbject of fruitless ar*urneni
wlth others as.to which are the, true' atFibitions _
lbqopinions differ. :: : '

r1 expeqienced adept but it is simply a waste of time
! and effort for the neophyte.

To be a mere collector of symbolism, to pore
over tables of corrgspondences without putting
them into practice, is like being a collector of
railway tirnetables, an armchair traveller who
has never ventured further than his own home ,

town.

A pplying the Gorreepondences
We 

- 
may start to gain experience of magical

working by applying the few example
correspoirdences we have listed always. trmagine:
a circle aboot yourself, clearly marked into four
segrnents'accordi,ng to the Cardinal Points. Due
East, at a point on the circumference, visualize a
Sword floating in the air, point upwards" Any,
type of sword can be imagined, though the most
commonly used is a arosshandlcd sword. Or, as a
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p.rrrsr-n ror rnls an(l tne other Magrcal weaoons
of the Quarters, the appropriate farot .u"d A.,

',r , can be irnagined.
Now step towards the circumference of the

circle until you are standing immediately before
the imagined weapon, urrd build up the other
qorrespondences listed in the column. Any order
of doing this will do, and the final aim is to be
able to invoke within oneself the feeling of all of

' ,them tog€ther.
Thus, standing in the East before the Sword,

see yourself bathed in yellow light, feel .,.r...r,ti
of air eddying about you, hear ih. du*n chorus
of birds and feel the urgent awakening life of

,r:., Spriqgtime, feel as a littie child, and be full of
faith in the.qlo.ry and beauty of alt ttringslianJ
bounding with life. Having experienced tliis for a
9ho1 period of tirne (at most ten minutes), step

' . ,rbacl< to the cenne of the circle and 
"esumlt.r r inormal consciousness.

":,r, ReP_eat this procedure for each euarter in
turn. The exercise can be profitably pirsued for
sbme weeks. You can either expeiience each '

l Quarter in turn in a single r.rrio", i""oncentrate ,

i on riust one Quarter eaih day. It is imiiortant;
, dcrrglop each one though,' and not just to

concentrate on one or tw-o which are th; more
congenial, If you do concentrate on one more
than the others it should rather be the one that is
most uncongenial - for in this way you mav
restore the balance of your piyit.. T;
concentrate entirely on the aspect that comes

t,,,lgrytesl -,!owever, I although it ,r,ray' seerhl
stimulating and progressive at first, will lead
lnevttably to unbalance of character.

gr€at Words or Names of P wer that excite the
morbid curiosity and supe.stitious speculation of
the layman - nor any strange magical signs.
These will come, but they araquitelogical ind
sensible devices that, like-rall good tools", save us
needless time and trouble. Noire, let us hastqn to
add, would be any use whatever without ,this
preparatory work in building up conscious
reactions to the Quarters based on the Tables of
Correspondences.

The idea that for a tyro to inadvertently or
presumptuously say a Word of Power or inscribe
a Mystic Sign is to risk his being blasted on t:he
spot with terrible supramundane forces, belongs
strictly to the fiction writer's imagination. Oie
get$ as muclr out of magic as one puts into it. And
in the initial stages, having put lirt,te into it one is
hardly likely to get uncontrollahle forces out of it.
(Though the neurotic ,sr unotable personality
would be advised not to,dabblp withit withoui
experienced personal supervision, Iest
uncontrolled dissociation of con$ciousness takes
place. )^ For the experienced magician however, it l,r
possible to get out far more than he puts in. The
output is proportional to the input, just a$ an
archer may propel an arrow 

- witti infinitely
greater force from a bow than he could throw ii,
like a javelin, with unaided muscle power. ' ,,

For the first few weeks or months of our studies
it is enough for us to build up experience of the
Quarters without artificial aids * .which would
serve only to.impede and confuse at this stage, or

, to encourage an attitude,of 'srrperstition. These, periods of working upon the Quarters can be,
i,ltl,:,,:l,,,sti'I'lrtl, :$aga'of,our studics we,,are uging, no uned to rneditate'upqii the quaiiiies of each an{



^r -.:ir-r; rra- nrrrr^
^ 44& r .vrs. tL! v!. !\! ! r_rJtlr ir-!;a,t;!L;

to discwer more atributions or correspondences
from one's innermost self. -!

Phyeical Accoutrements
If facilities perrnit, you can begin to build. up
physical accoutrernents in eacfi euarter. Foi
example., you might purchase little oil lamps with
coloured glass- abouf the flame in the apprbpriate
polour for each Quarter. you could hjvl a-set of
paintings, one for each euarter, of the Four
,p-easonl o1 of {re Four.Elements, or of Dawn,
Noon, Dusk and Midnicht.

These can be pur"chased or rendered by
youself, They can be realistic, abstract or
symbolic. You should avoid too much clutter
however. A little, well chosen and tastefully
arranged, is better than the effedt of an over-
stocked symbolic junk shoi.

Errentually, you mai collect the four
traditional Magical Weapons. The, tradition is
that the Sword should be won or earned;,the Rod
should be uniquely designed and made by you
wlthout any other person,knowing of _ or seeing
- it; the Cup should be given b/ someone whi
lo-ves. you; and the Disk should'carry a design
ylhich sums.up_your own understanding of tf,e

'Universe. The Rod, as it represents your own
true Spiritual Will, i, ,r.u.r'rh;;. d another
except under very special circumstances, and
remarrui secretly concealed and wrapped in silk _
other, rods are made or purchased'ind used as
outer substitutes for it:

Naneg of Power
Having built up by practice an adequate
realization of what the 

-euarters 
represent in

manifold levels and aspects, we can proceed
a formulation of relevant Names of Power.

are two pfincipal Names for each Quarter.
is the name for God when approached in

particular aspect, a4d the other is that of the
ic Intelligence traditionally believed to
each Quarter. We can list these as

VH
South
ADNI
Michael

West North
AHIH AGLA
Gabriel Aurielhael

The God Names are all Hebrew and are
with equal stress on each syllable,

lvhich is drawn out at some length, thus: Ee-ah-
bo-eh; Ah-doh-nah-ee; Eh-heh-ee-eh; and Ah-
lah. Those who follow old tradition frequently
isualize the four letters of each Name in Hebrew
ters of golden light before them in each

Hower4er, as most White Magicians are
)hristiarft nowadays, who believe that at a point

history God incarnated in human form as
csus Christ, and remains with us 'even to the

of the world', there is really little point in
intaining the viewpoint of God that was held
medieval Jewish mysticism - from which most

itual magical symbolism descends. To reverse
n old adige, there is no point in retaining the
thwater along with the baby!,
Whilst retaining the traditional Names

which are aural ideographs, we can
rnodernize our concept of God by

izing God ap Man (that is, as Christ), at
h Quarter, rather than as q rernote Oriengl
entate who can 'he apprqaqhe4 only by
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*"r-r:^1,,.yTb", or by many hierarchical
lntermedtanes.

. Precisely which forms are used can be left to' rSdiyidr"ral ohoice, taken from incidents in :the
1 Gospels. As a suggestion to help .""t .hd;;

though, we can iconsider Chriif to manifesi
principa_lly as Guide in the East; protector in the
S-:ur,! Companion in the West; and Teacher in
the Nor{h. But this is not thi onlv *arn, of
allocation. Some might preGr ,o .*'pnurir.1fr.
fi-: "yllq_of 

the migic'.ir.r", i; ilt:;;; ;":;
ehrist -Child would be seen in the East; ttii. 
,-Qvangelizing tiumphant Christ in the Si"tfr;
the . supremely sacrificing, loving, Crucified
Christ in the Westi and ihe Resirrected and
Ascended Hidden Christ in the N;;th.

God-Names Explained
The ideas ChilJ--ilJ ,.udi,ional four letter

and understanding.

:Vibr-atingthe Names
,1,, 

These Names may now be added to our exercises

ADNI, often anglicized as Adonai, simply
means Lord. It is the Name that is substltuted for
IHVry when,a devout Jew is reading the Bible
aloud. It may thus well represent God made
manlfest to his creatures, their Lord and
protector, sustainer and creator.
, AHIH, usually written as'Eheieh, is the Name

, that God revealed to Moses from out of the
,r burning bush. It is translated usually as I Alv{ or
I AM THAT I AM. It emphasizes God simply as
an ever-present fact, that is, was, and"ever shall
be - the eternal Companion of all His creatures.

. AGLA is a particular form of occult coding,
' being a Name that is constructed from the initiil

letters of a Sentence -'Ateh Gedulah Lebhlahm

requires analysis for its understanding, is an

I Adonai' * which means 'fhou art mighty for
i eveq, O Lord'. This artificiaiconst,ructioi, which

Names are manifold, but can be brieflv
luqrnarized. IHVH is a Name used in the Old
Testament and considered by devout Jews to be
so holy that it should not be pronounce"d; the rue
pronunciation is said to be unknown.

appropriate Name for the Northern Quarter,
which amongst other things stands for that which

ilris hidden (the Midnight Sun, etc.), and for law

Early^G__entile scholars, in ignorance of finer
points of Hebrew usage, rendeied it as Jehovah,and modern Bible ech6lars prefer to "r.in. forrn
Yahweh. Esoterically .pJu[i"g, 

- 
il;;;;;;';;

seems b€st to regard it as a word made up.of
vowel sounds only. Ancient Hebre* _ *h.n
written - consisted of consonants only but it is
the vowel sounds that give life to the written
letters, thus God ttfretfiu"O,;; il;;,;;;;appropriately given a Name of all vowel sounds
n'hen considered in His ecsence, invisible but
everywhere, giving life to FIis creation.

of formulating the four Quarters. They should,be
'vibrated' rather than simply spoken in a normal

;tone of voice. Posture plays an important part in
:,rproducing the right vibratory tone - one needs to

,ilachieve an attitude of poise. This is best done by
;i'standing with the feet in the forrrr of a fetter T,ithe right f,oot placed behind the left. The handr
,i are placed palrn to'palm over the heart, with thc

fingers pointing .upw,ards, and a light preuure
limaintainCd between, ,them. This will givc i

Itipn litro, that'adopted by serveru in

i,,, ,ilir...,..'; .,.,1 , , '..lij,

'l ll;ri.*],;.i.'' 
ir,,,, 

l. il i*i**;
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church cerdmonies, but it is very much more than
a pious gesture, being the remains of a little
known and forgotten Yoga of the West. It will
prod.uce phfsical and mental poise and also open
up the cavity of the chest and at the sarne time
slightly pressurize it.

The Names are uttered with'impelled brqath'.
That is, imagine that the words aie having to be
pushed out of the mouth against some pressure,
as if, to use a slightly bizarre analogy,you were
projectirig words through treacle.

A'very little practice will demonstrate when
you are On the right lines. The voice will take on a
mdre sonorous tone, and this will be helped by
y.r3ninq the word-s together slightly and'givini
fUll value to all vowels and consonants
particularly-the 'm' and 'n'sounds. One may
practise with any piece of prose to'develop thl
technique. The vibration of properly inioned
words yna.y be felt in certain parti of:the body,
particularly in the palms of the hands and solis
of the feet.

.Once the techniqu-e begins to come naturally.
without distractions from self-conscious practicii
details; use it with the Divine Names. When you
\ave built 9p the atmosphere in a particular
Quarter and are standing-there in the described
stance, vibrate the God Name, know that God is
tfrgre blessing and protecting you, and build
either a picture of the aspect oiCod in the mind,s
eye orthe Name in golden light. Feel extra life and
power com-e into your already constructed images
when theNameof God is invoked.

..When this has been practi*a f* **u ii*.,
the mind should have betome so conditioned thai
whbn, ygq vibrirte ttr" Nami, ;h; ;;;fi;

T:-F CIF:_.._:T E :'t

images and feelings of the particular Quarter
should flow automatically into consciousness.
You *rave then constructed a Word of Power - a
word or Name which by conditioned reflexes
built up by much meditation and practice, will"
release p$fchic energy of a certain controlled
type when used with dedicated intention.

Powers of Magical Weapons
It is by building specific psychic powers and
realizations into specific actions, objects,
sensations and sounds' that the rnagician
develops the powers of his magical weapons. His
magic Sword, for instance, is not so much the
physical one that he may handle in his physical
temple but the inner spiritual/intuitiona[
mental/emotional sword developed from long
conternplation, meditation, vizualization and
physical practice of exercises devoted to the
EasternQuarter.

This is not to advocate the development of the
'armchair magician'who does not bother toiget
hirnself real physical magical weapons - for the
actual handling of the sword, the feel o( its
weight, the'cleaning and care of it, will serve to
learth'all the relevant realizations as nothing else
can. Magical ritual actions and objects are like
an oscillatory resonant circuit in radict - the
'action/object stimulates the psychic reaction,
which builds greater suggestive power into the
action/object, which in turn stimulates a greater
psychic, reaction, which builds more power into
.thc actiony'object, and so on.

rln ,this way are the active Energy (Sword)1
Spiritual Will (Wand), Compassion and Psyctric
Receptivity (Cup), and understanding (Disc) of

:'tr:,.i rti,,,:rrf;
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qevelope(l, under the guidanCe of('go ln rourAspects.

, Magic is not conducted in a psychic vacuum
nowever. I n opening consciousness to other planes
ot exlstence, thought by the ignorant io be
c!3n.l,etety subjective, you will iatu.alty meet
wrth the denizens of those planes whose focus of
consciousness is norma y J" 

"'aiff.rent band of
the consciousness spectrum than is the focus of
consciousness of we humans. We obtain guidance

, l nd protection in the contact with such beinss bv
invo_cation o{ the Archangeli. l;-li[?;:
as rgned toeacheuarter.

N?I..r is the same as for thJGod Names. dach
syilable is sounded separately with the vowels
ctralvn out fairly lo,,s _ Rah_phah-el; Mee-chah-
el ; Gah-bree-el ; Ru-ie-el.

negatively it works in the ability to allow thc
images to take on an acrion and life o[ their own,

Lhc

holding them too static or rigid and driftitrg ilhg lnto
diffusion orchaos.

apd to obierve ttrem doing this, or to cornierse with ,

them, holding the delicate balance betweea ,

The Archangcls can be visualized as robed in
the colours of their Quarter and each.one with

Gabriel is the angel of the Annunciation- and

his particular symbolic attributes. Raphael is a
guide of travellers, and he appears in the Bible as
the guide of Tobias. Michali is usually depicted
slaying the dragon of evil with a long ipear.

' often caries a horn. 'All the$e three rife
frequently depicted in religious art and personal
reference to the varicius pictures and legCnds and
biblical episodes about ihem is recorninended -
the local public library should not be neglected
by_the practising rnagician,.the fault orily li.s
with those :who spend their whole tirne' and
energies therein. i l

. Auriel is not so well known. His name derives
from the Hebrew word for light, and his light

r derives frorn the light of the stars in that hi is

' ii.

'.i'i.r

Telesmatic Images
It is usual to visu"alize an anthropomorphic fisure
at each Quarter when vibrating the N;;.r:;i;
conventional one in long robe"s 

"na 
*iif, fu"*.

wrngs, does very well. It should be realized thit

Xl*1ry on another plane to make its presence
telt in the consciousness of the invocant.
_ Magical visualizatio" y?.1k, in two ways.
Positively it works ir1 th9 ability oitt. magician
to.tormulate images. and hbld them steady In the
rl'lrnd tor c,omparatively long periods of-time if
necessary (often from one to h,vo houn); and

ly:l i*:Sts, in comnion with un maticaiil#J
b"uilt qp, in the creative imaginut?or;t;A-"i" associated with the dark Northern Quarter. He

slide Jcreen. Howevir, tt. ,t.t.r*lti.l
gg{r up, ln the creative imagination, are iri
tlymselves but'irnages as on a siUiecivl fert*.; il: can be pictured as a dark, sornewhat eldedy

1,,, viisaged being, a great book open in his hands,Duus rurscfl. ToweJel, tne -telesmatic images,, to
grve them their technical name, act as foci'fior ihethe

and with one finger pointed upward to the stars.
Having formulated the Four Quarters of our

i,:,t Magic Circle or Tennple and established each in
i our inmost being as a particular aspect of reality
,r.presided over by God and under the jurisdictioir

of one of God's Archangelic ministers, we can go
on to describe the basic ritual furniture that wc

11wi$ havC inqide the fuIagic Circle. These are two.
:,',f ft*the nltar:aUa the Filkirs.



CHAPTER THREE

THE ALTAR AND THE PILLARS

Philosophically, the symbolic ramifications of the
Pillars are vast. Their prictical essence is simple
however, .they form a gateway'to the inner
planes.

The colours'bf them may vary, but there are

llways two of them, and oni is [!ht in colour (or
bright) and the other is dark. They represent the
duality which exists in all created things, and
thus a table of correspondences of somjlength
bould also be constructed for.them, as for ihe
Quarters. It might begin as follbws, though each
magician should rnake up his own -list 

of
realizations.

DARK PILLAR BRIGHT PILLAR
Negative Positive
Female Male
Night D"y
Passive Active
Receptive Outgoing
Form Fofcl
Pingala Ida
Yin Yang
Bsaz Jachin

The three latter correspondences are the names

T;-F. A: TA;Y- AiiL- T;-;F :''iT La^F:S jt

by which these principles are known in Hindu,
Chinese, and Masonic teaching.

The usual colours for each are Black and
Silver, and though one might visualize different
colours in formulating Pillars in any of the
Quarters (in the Passive and Active colours
respectively, which ar€ usually East:
Blue/Yellow; South: Crimson/Scarlet; West:
Silver/Blue; North: Brown/Green), it is not
practicable to clutter the ternple with pillars of
various colours but to have just one physical pair,
of Black and Silver. Suggested construction
details are given inthe Appendix.

Three Pillar Exercises
Again, as with the Quarters, and indeed with all
accoutrements of the magical temple; the Pillars,
whatever their colour or beauty of construction,
will be of little use until they are worked with,
This ii done in three ways; first by meditating on
them individually and thereby increasing your
depth and range of realizdtion as to what they
stand for; secondly by standing between them
and thus making your own spinal column and its
imagined extension through head and feet a third
central Pillar; and thirdly by visualizing the
Pillars as a Pylon Gate (an imagined overhead
lintel joining the two is irnportant) and, sl-owly
passing through them, raising consciousness as
you do so.' It is as well to achieve practice in the first way
before going on to the second, and in the second
befoie going on to the third. The work can,
howevqr, be proceeded with'at the same time as
the work on the Quarters, 'if wished. A little,
ingenuity could in fact combinq the Pillars and"
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Qu1rterd ex;erc,iges., and the bright and perceptive
student will find his own ways to do this.
_.Jh. first exercise, the meditations upon each
Pillar, will result in the compilation'of fairlv
lengthy lists of attributions, and notes of mor!
iomplex idea associations. It is as well to include
meditatio-ns on the third, invisible Middle pillar,
which.will eventually be formed by the magician
!iry:]f. t, represents consciousner, 

""8 tti.
Middle Wa_y between the opposites symbolizJ
by tfre side Pillars. Students bi the Trei of Life of
the 'Qabalah will. find a vast depth and range of
symbolism available to them in this simple gl"yph.

Imaginative Counterperts
The second exercise taies these realizations to a
fnore practical level. stand uet*..rl1r,nlack
and .Silvcr Pillars physically, building their
tmaglnatlv_e counterparts within your own aura,
and also formulating the Middie pillar in the
core of yourself. Simply to hold this picture
shou-ld 

- 
soon bring on feelings of p.y.fri. o"

magical polver. Thls will be thJ *or. .o to those
who lave studied the eabalah and whb
fgrpulate the spheres of the-Tree of f,il" 

"n:til.three Pillars. The nractice nf crrch nplarir,at.,thrbe Pillars. practice of such relativelythree Pillars. The practice of such relatil,:i*plg .y€t . fundamentally irpiii,ant
hireathi ng/visual ization exercises as the f",intai n
technique will also accelerate development.

'i,..

tt,: ,i':il'rl'i t fi i':
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minutes of relaxationIand rhythmical breathing
exergises and light meditation should for.m a
preliminary. Then proceed as slowly aq
coinfortably possible towards the Pillars as if you
were approaching a suange door to a hidden
land - ii in fact you are. Be very con$cioub of the I

two Pillars and the overhead lintel as you pass
through, and feel a change of conscioustress come:
over you.

Stand on the far side of the Fillars fbr a small
space and then step backwards through th€tn,
being conscious of thern agai'n, and bringing
consciousness baqk to the norrnal state. Patient'
practice and a willingness tb'makb haste slowly'
will bring best resolts. This simple txercise ean
have far-reaching results when well carried'out
and rnay even develop into a technique for full
astral projection.

It may help in.this last exercise to formulatera
Guardian of the Threshold and a Passwdrd,to
g,ive silently to him, or possibly a visual sign. On
giving this he opens the Portal lor you and takes

!or', inder his guidance and prot;ction on the
other side. The Password or Pass-si$n is a
personal safety device, By operation of :the 

,

association of ideas it prevents spontan€oris
psychic or urrconscious material floodirrg into th,e
inind at inopponune rnoments duning daily life.
The habitual practice of the use of such ,a dcvice
whenever one attempts to raise consciousness
thus gives automatic iind inbuilt conffol to your
own conscious mind over any possible innoads of
other beings and other planes.

,1,:.',,
:,..'

illt'
i.:i
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A t--_ -__rular,,fcp!.eserrts tne locus ol consciousness Of the
I emple or Circle. It can come in various forms
but the trad-itional one is a cupboarJ, square, but
twice as tall as it is wide u.rd deep (tt 

" ia.ui
shape.being that of a double cube, Lr one cubeplaced upon another), and the height beine
about three feet. It is usually 

"otou".J"Ui;"k;;Ehas a white cloth on its upper surface. Sometimes
an-und-ercloth is used, wEiifr may be black or else

::l?i*d. appropriately for the ,iorf, i" question,
and having a tassel at'each corner, thi tassels
oerng- analogues of the euarters.

I,t is traditional (and convenienr) to keep allminor ritual accoutrements inside the Altar
cupboard - magical weapons, ,hr;ibl.;l;;;;r;
candles, rituals, rneditation- symbols, pi;;;
and so on.

,_Tlj,_Allar .to,p .should be clear of any
rmpedrmenta at the beginning and at the end of
any working, and during the ilorking should,have
upol i.t only such things as are a"ctively beinc
worked with ormeditatei upon. This is il[.6i;;
with its function as the ro"l", or-uii*iion or th.
Circle.

. T* Altar's position is usually in the centre of
the_ Liircle when the Temple is not in active useand for general working. For rites that have
Ie-tevdnce, 

to a. particular errarter the Altar may
::ttr-::9 in that euarter. principal examples Jfsuch ntes are those at various festivals bf theyear; East for the Vernal Equinox, South for
|y*Tg. Solstice, West for A;tu;n;l -Equinox,

North for Winter Solstice.

, Soye prefer to .tu"J-in the centre themselves,

1ly^1".-1,"9 Lking of altar, o, to"uring;;i;;;
and then the Altar is usually placed in tfre'East,

TFiF A! TF_F._ niil' THF. F!:.i=A=R.i .3'=',

which, being the Quarter where the Sun rises, is
the direction of greatest symbolic light.

Placing the Pillars
The Pillars are usually placed in relation to the
Altar, and preferences vary. Some have the Altar
before the Pillars to act as a token of sacrifice
before one can enter the higher planes. This
arrangement is most suited to initiatory
ceremonies, when a candidate is being introducqd
to the magical Mysteries for the first time.

Another way is to have the Pillars at each side
of the Altar, which lies immediately between
them. This emphasizes the perfect balance of
forces applied to whatever lies upon the Altar
and is particularly appropriate to consecrating
talismans, sacraments or other symbols.

The third way is to have the Pillars on each
side in front of the Altar so that the magician is
standing between thern when he is standi4g at
the Altar. This method is particularly appro-
priate for the raising of consciousness.

Much could be written of the details of various
positions of ritual furniture but it is really more
desirable for each student to experiment for
himself and find out how things work best for
hirn. This is the really valuable occult training for
which the reading of books is a very inadequate
substitute, save to lay down elementary general
lines of principle and give hints for possible
fruitful personal investigations.

','.'iill t"l'lI ,/ lrirt/ .ir, : i
ti ili '\''l
tlvI :,. I I



CHAPTER FOUR

ROBES

I , Just as a M-agical Temple is more effective than a
I te_mporary Magic. Circle, in that it is possible io

eacn lauarte-r, so will it be more evocative if themaglcal student has special robes to wear when
ne rs workrng.

^..}n:egalia 
includes the following: inner robe,outer cloak, sandals, head dress, firdle, lamen,

nng.
Tl3 qrincjnSl item is the inner robe, which is

n::yl btack for ordinary initiates and gold foi
, ll-"lll.,,t n. sense in which we use thesi terms

:rl*r wrth lnner representatives of the Flanetarv
. rlrerarchy, whereas an initiate is not and rrlies

lp_:1 "l adept to guide.him and provide the
i r Tili-"jr contacts. 

Jlre ro!_e is a simile garment
l.^T1,"_g 

to, the ankles with loose ling:sleeves.
:n_ry:qle us.e a cassock. These lave the
::.::ll."g:, rh3r,1h., can be .purchased, th".,sh
::::ljl-onry.in blac{<. The robe thus provides in
overau covering from neck to feet.

_^ 
Thg Girdte i"s^gen..riif *r,lii'.op. with a tassel, ar each end. It is an important item ritual.lv as it

lcpres_ents - amongst other things _ the personai
Ring-Fass-Not or masic cirele #,r,. ;-j;,;f,],^l'

ilfiffiffiilt t-,iffi 
ci rc'io*he *1m'

In initiatione it is placed around the candidaters
neck like a halter and he is only allowed to r,r/ear

it round his waist when he is an accepted initiate
within that particular group. i

Sandals are also important, in that they
represent the ability to walk upon planes other
than the physical. Ordinary shoes shobld never
be worn in the Temple or upon the magical floor
cloth. In practice slippers are used, with similarly
coloured socks, rather than open sandals. The
colour is red (for adepts, symbolizing magical
power) or black (for initiates).

A Psychological Advantage
Stripping at least to underclothes is a
psychological advantage but this. is rrot always
practicable. However if rousers and shirts are
worn by men under magical robes; collars should
be tucked in, ties removed, and ends of trousers
tucked neatly into hose tops or otherwise
secured, for nothing looks more amateurish thari
collars visible over tops of robes and trouser ends
dangling between robe bottorrrs and slippers
Wrist watches, and hand and ear jewellary
should also be removed - though a wedding rin!
is permissible. Furthermore it is taditional neveq
to take monby into a Tenrple. . , ,

Nudity in rites is no part of the magical
tradition, having no advantage and many
disadvantages - as some pagan, and even ancient
Christian, sects have found by experience.

The CloaL
The'du'ter Cloek is oBtionaln though in ritual
groups it i.$ often a distinction of office - the cloalq i
going with the office rather than b.rtlg 

,

li,ltt,i,i'r,,, itl; i*',,l, ;', 1i0,,,,,1, rl,,iil;ij.i i 
lfril,,
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ryii|tel,jy used b.y q,ne individual. Thus, for

8fiTi', JI es:'s.,llf , lft:i'#:' ffLT if, 3:t{oTld.be-a Yellow, Red, Blue and Creen robe,
avartable for each officer. Alternatively r different
lil_r:l:d robe might be-worn by lfu-otfril;,
accordlng to the nature of the rite.

However, cloaks are expensive and difficult toma\g, as they need heavy ;t;;i"f-;fil;
quality, and are usually imbroidered *iih 

"symbotrc device upon the back. It is well worth
tryrng to make one for oneself, however, as the
:j.Tilq_:f a, ctoak .is of great psychologicai
advantage and the colour and desiin'can bJleft
to personal choice. It is usual t"..f8"lr't" have antgh.collar, or a hood which can be drawn overthe head for periods of meditation or outer
lnactlvlty.

In hot climates of course, a cloak may wellprove more distraction than it is worth. In cold
climates, or for outdoor work u u..foiuau;;;;;;
can.be ya.de by use of'a hooded d"fff; coat or
donl(ey lacket, which looks perfectly ordinary tor.{ onleoker, but which in fl"i- 

-is 
used

exclusively for magical work. fhis ,ie"in.;;;;
wlu be known only to the wearer. Such-garments
ca.n be.ot. very great help tp those who wish total(e their activities outside to particular
Tigl"ir:d sp.ot1, a1d.1he principl. ;il;;;;;
tne tact that it is dedicated and exclusive use

:li:! ryr:,the,g9w9r i"to -agi."r;;;; *;not any outlandish design or appearlnce.
., A k^nife, s-tick, water"bottle;;J.;;;;ss form
P. .lou{ Magical Weapons, and' a littletmagrnation and ingenuity along these lines canlead to a very rewarding line of investigation into

l1\rtli

,the psychic powerpoints and Power lines of a
country region.
r Ritual head-dress varies considerably. A
simple band or fillet might be used but perhaPs
the best and most practicable is the nemyss,
which is very simple-to make. (See Appendix).lt

; can be of any colour but usually matches the
robe. Sometimes it is equipped with a veil. Some

i, donot use head-dresses at all..

TheLamen
The Lamen indicates the iype of work you are
engaged upon. It is simply a kind of badge
suspended on a ribbon about the neck and
hanging over the heart, made either of metal or of
parchment. trt may bear the Magical Name, or
aspirations, of the magician, or be a symbol of
the group with which he works. Thus it might be
a form of Rose Cross, for example

As it represents personal intention its design
should be personally decided so there is little
point in our treating this subject in any great
detail. Some ritualists use a Stole, either in
addition to or instead of, the Lamen. This is
basiqally a broad ribbon which goes round the
back of the neck and'hangs down on each side of
the magician's breast from the shoulders,
sornetimes having the free ends tucked into the
girdte. Design varies but usually is in accordance
with the ideb of the two sides of the Larnen being
representative of the two Pillars, but in an
individual sense, just as the Lamen might be
thought of as the individual Altar, and the Girdle
the iidividual Circle, and the Head-dress, Robe
and Sandals as the individual Temple roof, walls
andfloor. . , ;.

.i
i ,..1..i . . ,: 

r
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IylilIf;g Ring r:pleseqts the masician,s wilrand is worn o' ih. i'nd._ A1s.', #li?iiliiinl"i(assurning the rnagician ro de rigtrt-tiunded). Assuch it somewhar iupri"ul, ii.tro"#."s of thewand and some -"di.;f ;;"k.r."aii.r,r.,r,rt,
i,,: ll i. a useful item however, which in so far asalt the rods or wand-o ;;.J;; u"i'r"urrirutes forthe one secret n.a 

", 

-t 
ili.#'iJJ.libed, the, puting on of the R;i ; ;i; ;."' fi ; 

-t-il:l,li [f :il::iil#liljsubstitute rod. indicatiis tt;r.;r iiia'." powerthat lies behind. Lik. th;"; itJi,"rrilning can
!L"f n9"*o"ar design 

"na 
coio,ri,-;;:;*.of themost impressive -are 

. in r"",'lilpi.a fromo"ff3.1',y.:raed onto pd;; #;.. 
auaPt'

L'reat rntrinsic monetary valire is not essential,as it'is intention 
""a a.ii.utioirffiil are thereal factors, and as in a.u magic;i;;;#_idway

balance must be *rgtt b.i*Jr,'iia"t','r,i.r, i,
lish,r ^ 

between: *ur.irr,irt-";d;;fifi.r, andwasteful extravasance. As ,"h;=;;;; Witchtradition demons"trates, for ttor.-'iiuUt. to

ffil" 
":' 

1i,"' ;:;: ffi t ;:tinlf'*;lltibroom, knife, cauldron and so on could makeequally potent tools of the mlg;;"il;i.''

\

CHAPTER FIVE

THE RITUAL

A ritual is that form of words and actions which
connects and holds together all that we have beeh
hitherto considering. lVe should, perhaps, at this
point make clear that there is a difference
between magical ritual and religious ritual which
is just as radical as the difference between
religious ritual and say civic or social or militaf'y l

ritual (the procession of dignitaries or cerernonial
parade).

Religious ritual is the performance of a set
sequence of acts, the very doing of which is :held
to be an act of sacramental validity, a renewing of
covenant between God and man. All that is
necessary is a properly appointed priest and the
sacramentso and it matters not what the attittrde
of mind or intt.. experience of those taking part
rnay be - except as a secondary consideration.

The priest himself may be in a state of
unrepentant mortal sin and completely
disinterested in what he is doing, but by virtue of
his office and his actiens the rite is still held to be
valid.

In magical ritual, however, all depends upon
the state tof mindr of the operators, and unfers
they are well trained in the techniques of
croncentration and creative visualization, tho
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work ,wiii invariabiy prove abortive. The whole
aim of occult ritual is ln fact for it to U. 

"" "ia 
t"

concentration and visualization. And if one could
achieve. equal concbntration and conscious
control by other means then there would be no
point in using magical ritual.

There ir,' however, that undefinable and
unpredictable quality, the Grace of God, which is
:l:,yn:|., ply.," and meaning behind religious
rttuat, and which can and should also act Ue-trina
magical.ritual, extending it to yet another ph";
ot meaningfulness and reality. In this, then,ihere
rs a connection between-magical and reiigious
ritual but the one should ;d ;;-,.*La.a u, u
substitute for the other as is so often?he attitude
- usually in patonizing and airpu"ali"g;;;
1*l
A $irnple Ceremonial Form
In order to show how the various factors of ritual
Tagi." are welded together in a rite,. *iff giu. u
simple ceremonial lorm here, with comments
upol it as we go through. We will make this as.
straightforward as possible, with the b";;
mrnlmum of simple appurtenances, so that the
student can commence to practise if he wishes
without unduedelay

- We will assunrc the Altar to be in the Centre,
flanked by the pillars, the Silver piilar to theright and the Black piliar to the left, *t." ir.i""
East from.the Westei" quurt.r. iii. p;jffi;;;
b.e sjlnpty imagined, if ,,...rr*;, il';k;;
should be a small table representing the Altar (of
any shape 

^or glze i" tr,[r. -.rii/".*ffii-.r,tur

i:iq.,r) preferably covered with a *i,ii, 
".*fylaundered cloth. The Four euarters can b;

.: .''ti1,1i 
',

readily formed by placing fo'ur chairs, one at cach

Quarter facing inward. These are the bare bones

oI a magical iemple which will serve as a ritual
kindergiiten andis possible to organiz6 in most
domestic circumstances.

It can be elaborated according to indiridual
circurnstance and preference. A major part o!
magical apprentice;hip is the proceqs of trial and
emor in buitaing up, modifying and remodifying
your ritual circG and accoutremenis until, given
persistence and prolonged dedication, yqg find
yourself in the position of having a full scale

iemple permanently asseinbled in -a place set

apurt - iithtt on alr individual or a shared grouP
basis.

Process of Growth
The same process of growth will take place with
'regard 

to tfre construc-tion of the rituals used,.and
this is another facet of magical ritual
apprenticeship. For instance, from -simply
li$hting an Eastern candle to indicate that the

'p"o*er-r' of the F.ast are active in the ternple, you
may eventually progress to havjng a ceremonial
sword drawn from its scabbard in the East and
processed round the temple to be finally laid on
ihe AIta.. Or, with regard to incense, you may
start with the simplest and easiest rnethod, of
simply igniting a purchased joss stick.

from tttis you may go on to the cortstruction of
a simple incense burner made of an earth€ru#are
bowl'of sand standing upon a tile, in which a

.charcoal block can bE ignited (either the self-

, igniting type or the ordinlry soft.which needs to

fi "o"i.i'in 
methylated spirits), and seleptqd

incenses placed uPon it.
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...J::"t:u,y yql may have your own thuribte,wnlci rs capable -of complex ritual use i"purification uld dedication ,f oUi..tr;;
l::1orr,. together .with a range of i".."r.iappropnate to various seasons and occasions.
vvnen rt corrEs to robes you may commence withan ordinary garment, even an apron, ..,;;;i;;
rqe purpose and proceed eventually (with the aidor rRuch patience uTd 

_o 
sewing machine) to anornate set of robes, cloaks u"a ,ii"",,-.sufiu.. rrlmrttve, .and even ludicrous, th-ough thesirnplest form of ritual .quipr"."i *ay'ieem, thesludgnt.pf liinited 

".rou.t., *f,o ,nui.. the best
of yhat he has is likeJy ." -"f. rno.. ,lifrlir"ry
p,rorgress than the richlone *il;;;;;; u t.rnpt.and i s contents made-to-ord.."Uy'rfg"ing acheque.

\{::l depends upon the resource, hard work
iio-:1r,l that goes. to build up a magicat temple.
1 ": rnstance, the student who ian strike asrmple match, and by- this everyday means

ff3ff, t,!e- presgn:. if th;. Ad;i A.d;il;i
rvttcnaer, rs a magician indeed. The student _ilonas not attained this facility is unlikely to get itsimply by having the resou.c., to'pu."t ase ornave.made an impressive looking Roa of power
rnar lrghts up at the ends or gives off sparks at thetouch of a hidden switch. S"u.f, inaeJJ could befln r.mprrysive weapo" i; th" l;,i+r""r the firststudent, but in itself is of 

"o rnor! intrinric
:ig::ij TrT. th?n a match. paradoxically, the
fT_r:11:lrdenr develops ev€r more complex and
:Tt:.:^.t:: ,Tf d his'trade ;i."nt t;'l,.d.; ;;
?ef.re the. better without themi but it is the

t[at, is' the Ley word .he"u, 
"o* 

*h.il;;

iffiiii,ir

Frelitninarics , '' I7

ln the capacity of Temple Server, first set out the
circle.as it is to be required. Strictly speaking, the
ritual has already siarted, ana ihii should be
done in a quiet, dedicated and efficieni manner.l
N'o robes ireed be worn for this, but move abeut
in stockinged feet instead of outdoor shoes to
indicate that you are preparing an'inner way'.

The circle having been,set, there comes the
Robing. This should not be done in a careless dr
undignified manner, but slowly, quietly,and with
intention. As you put on the main garment or
robe, feel yourself also putting on a new'magical'
personality, and everyday feelings, thoughts,
worries and so on are immediately forgotten. ;

Stepping into the slippers, realizq_ you are nolry
.uprLt." of treading'upon'inner' pathwiys.,,,
Putting on the headgear, make your contact with ', ',

your own spiritual self and your mind gears itself
to intuitional awareness. As you put on the girdlC
so do yor.r put on your protection and integrit'jr,
feeling yourself as part of a long cord of initiates
through time and space. With the ring comes the
contact with your Spiritual Will, with the Larnen
orStoleandCloaktheparticular,intentiohfor
the work in hand.

Having robed, you may then stand or sit in the
West for a few moments and after a few routine
simple relaxation and breathing exercises as in ',

any normal meditation, visualize the Ternple as 'tt,'

you would like it to :be, in ideal form, poisibly
with marble pillars and high thrones and so on,
or else outside in evocat,ive countrysi{ei
Whatever is chosen should be repeated
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subsequent workiggs the easver and morepowerful.
This induction period is both a Composition of, Mood and Composition of pi"..11a in groupwork,a passage of descripti";;;..1, often readatoucr to assist _visualization. Some individuals

use prt-recorded music or descriptiu. ,."ai"or.
These are optional -.it is trrri""ii'*o; ;;,"i;, rmportant-as in all phases of the ceremony.

The Circ',mambulations

fkl..j.!" designed for initialty raising a

llor::1t -"r 
power- Go to the Eastern euaiter,and commencing from there, walk threi timesrounct the temple in a clockwise direction. In agroup. working, where there is 

"ut"rutii 
-_orl

psychic power spontaneously availabl., t'hi, 
"anoe 

,qulte. an experience, for it often feels like
w.actlng through deep water and it may even seemdrthcult to keep one's physical balance.

Each of the thrbe circumambulations' represents a different dimensio; ;i'ffi;;
:?T:_tl,1t":ss 

(symboli zed by rf,. 
-,t 

i.. physicat
drmensrons),. 3.rd as you circumambulate
vrsuatrze with the first one.a. ring of light goingaround with you. With - the second
circumambulation you should ... 

"rroif,.iffi ;;
li,*1il,',Tffflf :*::'f, ",xl-*:li,:xidTlJ
up at the South again. And with ,h, 

-;i;iri
crcumambulation a ring should be seen comingup.frym-the West and 

-down ,h".;;l the East
a.nd-finalty back to the West "g.ili;;;;;";;;the Temple.

- Jhur .you have built a three_dimensional
spnere, the centre point of which is the Altar top

Tiii': iii;'ijAi. ,i

in the centre, or the centre ofyourselfifyou stood
in the centre in place of the Altar.

An alternative, somewhat simpler method, is
to concentrate on the Time and Life cycle as you
go round. Thus you come into physical birth at
the South, reach the nadir of physical life at the
West, experience physical death at the North,
reach the zenith of inner life at the East, and are

, then born again at the South and so on. This can
have a very potent inner effect.

An even simpler method is to imagine yourself
ascending a spiral staircase so that you finish up
on a higher 'floor' of consciousness than when
you started.

The Qabalistic Cross
Having done the Three Mystic
Circumambulations, face the East in the Eastern
Qrrarter and perform the Qabalistic Cross, in
order to stabilize the aura. This is performed as
follows:

IN THY HANDS (Touch top of forehead with
raised index and middle fingers)

IS THE KINGDOM (Touch solarplexus)
AND THE POWER (Touch right shoulder)
AND THE GLORY (Touch left shoulder)
FOREVER AND EVER, AMEN (Clasp hands

at breast)

The visualization to go with this consists of
seeing and feeling a brilliant white light
descending from on high through your head
down to the feet and even into the centre of the
Earth, and then a cross shaft of similar light from
shoulder to shoulder, even to the horizons. Sorne.
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, irnagine thcmselves as of enormous siae belbre

^comrnencing 
it..Others recite it in HeUre*, netraditional_magical language, in which case it

TII IIEI_VMALK r.rIH/VE GEB URAH/yE
GEDULAH/ LEOLAHM AMEN. I

It is in the student's interest to experiment
with these various forms, ;";,h;r;;ibli*h.d o.
heard spoken of elsewhere, in order io evolve his,r own approach and technique.

Opening.Ritual of the pentagram
By tradition a pentagram or Eve-pointed star is
used as an astral seil-at each euarter, though
there are equally go"a sij"s if,i 

"rrfa also be
!sed, such as an encircled Cross, or a Rose
9::r:. Tl. .number fiye 

-js --;y-u"rr""riy
lmportant in this context in that it represents
Sp.irit being dominant ou.. th. Fou.-El.rn..,r. :.gprritual man over animal man. Without the faith
and the realization the symbols themselves will
not be. of much intrinsic'value, unless you havc
strongly formulated links with un o,rtrr'o, inrre,
ocqult group. ,-: Although there are several ways in which apentagram may be drawn according to differenirnaglcal symbolic ,requirements, the usual
m;1hod in opening is to itart at the top, proceed
wrth.straightened arm and extended lndex and
J1"1ddte 

fing9r.s to lower 
^right, thence ro upper

l.jll^rpfli. right, lower left, and finally to tl,i iop
llln_,,:,ll.n,point into the centre of the figurl
and-vibrate the particular Dvine Name.

,_lf :i-qly opening a regular temfle or circle,

n:$ff jle penlaglams to be forrned in,ppace

project the pentagrarn from yodr forehead and
push it out through space to its position at the

' Quarter or just beyond the physiial walls of the
room.

When vibrating the Divine Name, visualize
either the Name in golden light, or, as previously

and if the part is based upon and linked to th; .

suggested, an aspect from the life of Christ, ,

which ,is more modern, eflective and yet still
based upon radition. Devout non-Christians wilt
dcvelop their own realizations and .formulec. ;

Agnosiics and other variations of the lukewarm
had better leave the subject alone on a practical
basis or until they have gained more wisdomtbi .

less potentially explosive methods
Having vibrated th'e Divine Name, turn slowly

to the next Quarter, the arm and fingers stiil
outstretched, 

-iimultaneously 
visualizing"a I ine of

light .of the same golden colour, until you are.
pdinting directly at the next Quarter, where IoU ,,,,

then. trace a Pentagram. Thus, to the vibraiton of : 1,

the Names IHVH, ADNI; AHIH and AGLA we ', 
.

trace Pentagnams at East, South, West and Northr .

and we n1a!f complete the golden fiercy circle
round to the F.ast. r ' 

,r

This process is not so much to clear the place l

of demons and other frightful other-worldly,, :1 r

monstrosities,;as-is 
"ornmonly 

supposed, but tb '
prepare a place 6f working, just as a housewife ,,
would clear her table before beginning to mix the , :

ingredients for making u "ik, or-bread. ,Inl , il,
technicaloccultterms'itisar^tilizationofthe
taw of Limitation. One cannot affect tte whole ,

Universe, but one can control a small sector of it,

Whole, then quite eurprising :reqult_s
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Archangels of the Gates

Ily.:_rru1ditrg"a.t. the East and facing the East,ulorate as follows, holding onle,s arrrhorizontally outwards in the forri of u 
"ro*r.

IN THE EAST RAPHAEL oT

TN THD WEST GABRIEL oT

BN,FORE.ME
RAPHAEL

BEHIND MQ,
GABRIELIN THE SOUTH MICHAEL or ON My

RIGHT MICHAELIN THE NORTH AURIE' ;; OTV],AY LEFT
" AURIEL

, Ar...u* one is vibrated the visualizations as
described earlier are made. n"a.uuou, to feel

l*: tfr-.1.e with all-the powers oi i;, Lr"s.t\ote that the order of formulation is across tlie
Quarters, in order.to empturi:;;ih; poruuiiy oi
the Elements over which each Archu"gj i.ignr.This b.uitdils. uR of the a;;:;; can beconslderably elaborated upon, For instanbe, it
rnight also include invocations to the erchang;ts,
describing their attrjbutes and ,o;; ;;;"ils and
rnvocatrons to the El.TTfl_{ings (pARALDS,
DJINN, NIXSA and GHOB il [il South,
Y*t and North respecively), *d tfr.ir retutna
P]:1_."ri, Beings, 

_the 
''Syrprr;- -;i";il

Dalamanders of Fire, Undines of Water, and
9-:f: of_,Earth. A" nr.*.nid 'i{ns i, 

"perlected Elemental. and should alwjys be

:::l.g: t1g.11her with th.e ni"r,*g.r U.ro;; ";twork ls attempted with ordinaiy Elemental
powers.

_._Symbolic actions- may also take the place ofsrmpry standing with arms outstretcheil. Th.,*

!tl!! Pttttat

you might light a candle or appropriately
coloured oil lamp in,each Quarter as iofi open it.
Or you might carry a light trom the Quarter and
place it upon the Altar. Or you could have the
Magical Weapohs placed at each Quarter and
bring them to the central Altar * possibly putting
the,passive ones (Cup and Pantacle) on the Altar
and the active ones (Rod and Sword)'on the
Silver and Black Pillars (which have been
provided beforehand with points of suspension!).
Qabalistic students will realize that the latter
synebolism lines up well with the symbolism of
Chesed and Geburah, the central sphenes of each
Pillar on the Tree of Life.

Conclusion of Opening
Concluding affirmations are then vibrated as
follows:

ABOUT ME FLAME THE PENTAGRAMS
BEHIND ME SHINEE THE SIX RAYED
'STAR

AND ABOVE MY HEAD IS THE GLORY OF
GOD IN WHOSE HANDS IS THE
KINGDOM, THE POWER, AND THE
GLORY

FOREVER ANO PVNN, AMEN.
. (Qabalistic Cross agairt)

The Six Rayed Star refers to the ideal state of
consciousnesr of the adept, with ths downward
pointing trian$e represtnting his Higher Self
perfectly iritegrated with the upward pointing
ttiangle repre$enting his Lower $elf. It may.be
visualized as behind ypu, with thp lower.pgint at
base,of spine and the upper point at back of tCIB,t,',

;.;:ll' .;;...l ,..,i r, r;.
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of head. It is a very important practicat symbol
that appears in many contexts inpractical magic.

I-T:r,ft*o appear on th. floor'otoiii-o" misl"
Xlc]ll,l|,on is. painted. up-on the floor, and "by
gabatlstrc magicians it is often used as a circular
form of the Tree of Life.

Gensing
Having op_en9d the Temple prior to the rrrain
,py{pgse of the rite 

-we 
may 

-light 
the incerlse,

which i$ kep,t in the Southem eiarter, (Fi*i;i
rnay be.placed berween South inA East fei, i"a
!yg) as stated before i, ry1v be a simpte joss
stick or standing irnprovised burner but if it'is a
proper thurible you may give salutations with it
to the tluarters and also cense the main symbols,
particularly the Altar and pillars.

Grand Master'e Invocation
This may be in the form of a lengthy written
rnvocatron or may be simply the vibration of the
L;rand Master's name along with a period of
meditation and visualization"of him. Tiie Cru"J
Master's identity is one of the seciets of the
particular_ lodge or temple, not to be revealed to
any,outsider. It. is a figure from mythol"t;;ih;
Brbte or legendary history who may bj'said to
represent the general aspirations and intentions
o-t the long-term work of the temple. Examples
that could be used are Osiris, U.r'*.., Ciliil;;
,M*:r, Daniel, Solomon, and so on. It could alsobe leminine, such as Isis, pallas Athene,

The subjective aim is to build up a very strons
personal contaqt with the Grand fufurr." lna,f,i!

Declaration of Intent
The contact with the Grand Master having been
rnade, a simplt statement may now be'uttered,
turningandfacingtheWest. ,,

I NOW DECI.ARE THIS TEMPLE OPNN
IN THE MYSTERIES OF (Grand Master).
THE PASSWORD TO BN
AND THE SALUTE THE STGN OF

The Password is a phrase or motto which sums
up th€ general trend of work in a specific period,
and may be changed annually, quarterly or at
irregular intervals. Examples of such rnight be
iMan, Know Thyself', 'Arnor Vincit Ornniat,,.

'Sharpen the Sword'; 'Merlin's Enclosure'n '[
hold the Light'and so on. The Salute may align
with the Password, being a stylized mime'of it
perhaps, such as the attitude of the Tarot Trurnp
IX The Hermit in the last'instance. In large
Lodges the Sign may align with the degree being
worked and might be a sign of Horus (with finger.
to lips), or opening the Ways (like parting
curtains) and so on. Their purpose, is to act as
'keys'in consclousness. Only when theword and
sigrl have been used .do you open up
consciousness to new inner contacts. Thus they
are personal safeguards. rather than romantic
mystery.mongering.

The final part of the Opening is to declare the
purpose of the cerernony.

OUR WORK THIS bNV IS TO TREAD THE
II3andPATH , , r,

Or .TO. CELEERATE. i THE. VERNAI
I

,l,,,,r.1 .,...,,,,,1;.,,,:,,. . ,,,,i..., ir','.r.,,,,^i,ri;:,,r,tril1;; .,{.,
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EQUiliox
orJg PERFORM nN TNVocATIoN OF:,' THE EARTH MoiAnrf ' r vv{L
or whatev.r it -"y u.l 

- -'!r\

Until some considerable experience is attainedin- 
-ordinary 

openrng 
.and crosing formulae thework to be done is best teft in"the- form of arneditation uDon some suble"t.-firus the ritualdescribed heri acts as a setting for a meditationand.1o begin with the.studenr;;;;r;;"re how a ,

meditation performed. i" ,";h;;r;;it aifferc inj.y.{1,y or iepth,"ith ;-;;;uii",ii.,r""*.a
wlthout such prelimrnarles.

The Closin{
The set *oif fr"ui.rg been performed, we maynow crose the tempTe, ;;-,il ilei}i rines asfsllows.

!p_r us cl,osE IHE TEI4PLE. WE crvET$SFs r0 (c.*q M;;t 'wnosn
ylqqoM HAs AdSrsinii',us AND,WHosE powER Has pniir"nciBn us.
This may be said standing in the East, facingWest. The main work *ili ;."b;jy"fruu. u..r,done sitting in the West facinl-i;;;'t "'
Now turn about l" .hq: tf,e Eastern euarterand perform the eabalistic" dil"th.n th.ctosing pentasram fi;;fi;h;;il rj_. u, i'

iiilil".*ilriF+T:'ff ":l!-Ht 
jt*l

vibrated as before.

- Following this the. Archangels- are formulated,though this time they arJ ;il;;;j r""ing

:..':
,.., ,t'li,i

outwards instead of facing inwards. Any other
entities that have been summoned or greeted in
the opening are thanked and blessed and bidden
politely to depart, and any symbols placed out in
the opening are now returned to their original
positions.

Then the affirmations about the Pentagrams
and Six Rayed Star are made again and the

Qabalistic Cross repeated.
In all this the power generated in the main

work should be felt to be dissipating and your
own consciousness corning back more to normal.

Finally treerd the three Mystic Reverse
Circumambulations, which are done this time
anti-clockwise. Conclude these with a shhrp
stamp upon the floor, which should finally
ilisperse most of any remaining psychic tensions.

Now you may disrobe, either in the West or
North, quietly and with dignity. The ritual
furititure is then put away quietly - or can be left
until after you have recorded your irnpfessions of
the working in your magical diary.

rrr il. l,.i, l.i.:r ;



CHAPTBR SIX

THE RITUAL YEAR

An important element in having an effective

fLqr.,1, l-:-pt: is in the regular working of.it.
r nls rs lmportant in two ways. First, -steady

l,:i:ri".f-.1 i: any other airJifri"., rmprovesyour own technique 
_ through .*p.ri..r"..Secondly, it .r,sure, that thJ 

-symbols 
and

..t9, o1, tnt pl.ac9 remain psychically
cnarged. Lrke the electrical batteries in a car, thq, symbolic accoutrements, (which 

"r", i" effdct,
y1slll'_".stgr?se batteries) wiu g;-?rrt il ir,.
::ll]_., T lelt unused. .Iherefore 

regular use
makes tor easier and more effective *o.firrg.

" Il 
ir" accordingly useful to have a calendar ofr":::tJir 

]T ceremonial rites. throughout the year.
Duch a calendar is usually based upon the solar
cycJe of eq_uinoxe, u"a ,"irri..r. dffi;il;l:
::::.:l,n in relation to the sun throughout the
I::I.^gtl:,nse tp.rwo dates when, the iays andruglt: are equal in length. These are the V.rnutand Autumnal Equinoxes, which fall at March
21 /:3 and Septem Ler il / Zl3...pi.,ii.f u., I nese. are .the two main points of the ritual
fear ang, w.r+ their symbolism of equilibrium o[
lli.Sr: _should 1j.qo unobserved. Thiy pertain toIne r,astern and Western euarters of ine temple.The Spring Equinox i, puFi.i,'f".ty"u ..f.nru,ion

THr P.iTUAL YF,^F= Ui

of starting things new, whilst the Autumnal
Equinox is a cel-ibratlon of fruitful completion.
They correspond to Easter and Harvest
Thdnksgiving in the Christian year. ' 

','

Sumrner and Winter $olsticeo
Close in importance are the two other Quarter
days, the Summer and Winter Solstices, which
fali at June Zl/23 and December 21/23
respectively. The Summer Solstice corresponds

,to the Southern Quarter pnd is a qelebration of
the' teeming life of mid.Sumr.ner, a paradisal
plenitude; whilst the Winter Solstice corresponds
to the Northerrr Quarter and, like the Ctrristian
Christmas, is a celebration of the seed of new life
germinating in the darkness, and of the eventual
iriumph of light, as the days start to lengthen and
ithe long nights grow less.

Note that close a$tronomical exactitude is not
required in the observance of,these festivals, and
f'or practical purposes any time a week or so
before is appropriate, partic.ularly if coinciding
with a waxing moon, which helps to generate a
more positive psychic atmosphere.

Also, when the Gregorian calendar replaced
the Julian the actual dates of all the festivals
changed; some have been retained at the old
,date and others transferred to the new. Thus
although the Summer Solstice falls at 21/23
June, Old Midsummer Day is still observed in
sorne places on July 5th. 'In practical terms it
se€rrrs best to use the current calendar for the
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in aridition to the main euarter Days, those
who have a particular f..l foin. urr.i.rrr festivals
anct customs may also celebrate the Cross-
Quarter puy.. These f"u ;il;;f u.t*..n,tt.q4uarter^I)ays. Thus February 2nd, May lst,
Aiq:T 2nd, November lst are also important.
Y"": jgain, any old customs falling on or neartne t 5th ol' each month are relevint to these

31dern dates,. u"a ", *l*1h;';il euartert)ays, a three-day period is best considereJas themarn locus. For instance, October 31st is an
lmportant part of the November festival asHallowe'en.'

These old festivals have a combined Christian
Tg,ryus-un 

etement. Februu.y i;J;'i; ;ffi;;;
rs the !'east of the purification of the BlessedVirgin .Mr..y,_*hen she pr;;;;r.d';he infant
Linrlst rn the 'l'emple. This is grafted on to anancient Festival 

"f iighi;-"*;;d with the
goddess Isis, and with ihe Roman r*ii""i i"fi.J
the Lupercalia.

Fcast of the Arsurnption
Similarly, August ^2nd is the Feast of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This is arelatively recent Catholic doima Uui tne f.artralrs on another very ancient festival of 'Isis,
associated with the indundaiion oittJ'Nitr, tt"
river of life, in ancient Egypt, *hi"h;;; heralded

P;:-l_..yil.g of Sirius, th-e iog-star,ir,.bp.n., oi
ry1yr, ctedrcated particularly to Isis. It is worth
gli"g some thought to how the Virgin Mary isulr" .ul Opener of Ways, for rhese coirmon dates
ot celebration are more than coincidcntal,

_-Y"v tst, or. May Day, ;';-il;;i k'o*r,
celebratton of dancing round the May pole and

!Hts ktttiat vFA:<

' procession of the Muy Qu..tt; very much a faery
, and fertility festival. Whilst the November

festival comprises Hallowe'en, the dual festivals
I of All Souls' Day and All Saints' Day, when

raditionally all souls in Purgatory are allowed tb
wander the earth; it has also had the
pyrotechnics and bonfires of Guy Fawkes night
grafted onto it in Britain.

A modification of our basic Temple or Magic
Circle ground plan can act as a calendar of the
main ceremonial points of the year.

FEBRUARY 2
Candlemas
Fcstival of Lights
Furification of B.V.M
O imelc

MARCH 2ll23
VERNAL EQUINOX
Casterdstata
Days and Nights Equal

DECEMBER 21l23
INTER

longert Night
Day

JUNE ?1/23
SI'MMER
sol,sTtcE
Longest Day
shoncst Night
Midsutuimer

aucusi z
Ldmmas Lugnasd
Assumption of 8.V.M.

NOVEMBER 1

Hallowe'en
All Souls
All Saints
Samhain SEyfEMBER 21123

AUTUMNAL EQUINOX
Harvest Hm
Days and Nights Dqual

CALENDAR OF THE YEAR'S
CEREMONIAL POINTS

MAIN
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..l'A;f.tttle'. iqagination and reading up on or'part,lcipation in old seasonal customJwili rutg*ii
,1he suitable forrn of rites that cdn Ui p."lor*Zt ut
trnese tlmes.

^^*l::-.i. 
be very simple, It is not necessary to

l]fnose long verbal prayers and invocations,
unless one. is of the temperament that is helped
thereby. Simple physical actions performed Jvith
drgnrty and spiritual intention are as effective; and
words can be reduced to the utterance of simoie
statements of intent or Words 

". N;;;?
5?::1 .The Opening and Ctosing pentagram

_llyu,l rs a. good exarnple to follow of simple
verbalizing in ritual.

.-..I!. t1li1wi1S notes are meant to be a simplegulde and basis for creative thought 'in
constructing personal rites at the main -festival
periods.^A simple ritual worked out fo, o"rr"fi
wrlt be tar more effective than the recitation of
lelaborate formulae gl"u".J. 

-fi;;';;;*."h

t:l:-,::.rt magic it 
^is 

"imporru", -iiiu,-o;; 
i"lt;

understands every facet of the procedure, and if
one has constructed and written the rite then this
must be the case.

, 1 Vernal Equinox
Also called Ostara. All Fools,Day on Aoril 1st
marks _the beginning of the year and has aparallel with the significance of The Fool in the'I'arot Trumps. It also approximat., in ti*e ih.
mov.eable .I.'east of Easter and all that that
rmplres, particularly the Resurrection. Intentions

:T_ ti:lude openilg the^ Gates of the year,

lgxpfurulg aspiration for the fpture, or,
, 
,,, 

celebrating the principfe o.f equilibiium' now
::,a 

:t\t: l | :) i

i,liiriiji',lii',1,,1

T-iil'i ir-!'l'iiAi,'1xA'< 5i

manifest iq the equal lengttr of days and nights,
with the days in increasing ascendancy. ' .

Syrnbols relating to the Eastern Quarter are
apposite: sword, dagger, arrow, doorway; also '

traditional symbols such as Easter eggs, feathers,
Spring buds or bloss<rms.:Typical ritual actions
could be planting a seed, decorating or rolling an ',.

egg.

May Day
Also called Beltane. Traditionally a festival to ,',

encourage sturdy growth and new shoots. ahe
erection of a Maypole and dancing round it to ,lt

decorate it, with 
-the 

procession bf the May
Queen, are well-known customs. In some places
there is a mock battle between the May Queen I

and the Queen of Winter. May horns sound,and '

herald the return of. Sumrner. The May Queen,
ma| be represented'by a May doll, som;i**s
represented as the Virgin Mary, (whose month
May is) which is unveiled to bring good fortune:
It is also Flora, the spirit of returning Summer, as , l

indeed the Virgin Mary is, in a more cosmic 
l

ttTi; 
Feast of the Apparition of si Michael falls

in this period, celebiating the victory of this
warrior archangel over the Devil. Dancing takes
place with green branches, particularly willow, '

and often in one's best clothes. The Hobby horse ,,
may be a feature of the dance, as also characters
from the Robin Hood green wood legends, ,,

Garlands may be wound round staves, or placed
in wreaths at their tops, very gften of cowslips on , 1:

peeled willow wands. Hoop garlands may ci{"her :,'l:

have balls tossed through them or be brotrffi,.; ;
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icgerher ro iorm a giobe. Rising early to wash in
l*,Y:l_l1is a, pilifyi,,s a,,J"e;;; ffi fi;il.Drtverware may also be paraded.

Summer Solstice
Midsummer was anciently an important firefestival, with bonfi..r, toi.h 

-pro"T.riorr, 

"r,a, ffaming-tar barrels or wheels. k'i;;l;; the Feastof 
1l,re 

Nativity of John tfr. glpii.tlihe heraldand baptrser of our Lprd. Typicil symbols relateto the South.ern eu-arier, ,.rih u, Fiie and Wands(tne controllers of Fire, whethe" as poke"s ortorches).

. Blazing gorse used to be carried around cattleto protect them from hargr and dances i";"I;i;;passing round or through'n.. ;;;. ;erformed.\-rrner customs were the strewing of hay or rushes,mowing meadows, or decoratin! *.iiJwitn noratpictures..It is, above alt the f.rti;"i;i;L triurnph
of warmth and light.

Lammas
Also known as Lugnasad. In the old country
*|r*f,,year this was the time of [.inging thenrsr trults into church, either as the first corn ofrne year or new bread made from it. In old Celticmythology:it was the feast 

"fiG;'i;;g-hand,the sun God, celebrated with t;."r;;J'"ontests,fairs and the celebration of *i.riu;;."-
. In the catendar of Our L";t lt";;he Feast of

_rl_..A..ry*ption, when the u;fi; ,o"t. ot tf,.
flSr",Mur{ is emphasized as firsi member of the,
_ttrurch,and exemplar for the human race in herpnyslcal assumption into heaven. This was a
Panic1l31 significance for the divinization ofnatural life.

i-ii^i 1tt^u

In ancient Egypt it was the time of the
inundation of the Nile, which brought life to the
land, heralded by the rising of the bright star
Sirius, which is esoterically considered to have a
peculiarly close link with the planet Earth.

Autumnal Equinox
In ancient times this marked the conclusion of
the harvest, hence an old name is Harvest Home.
It,was marked by a garlanded and loaded hay
wain with revellers upon it, who had water
sprinkled on them or thrown at them by on-
lookers. Of particular significance was the last
sheaf cut, which was held to hold the spirit of the
corn and was often made.into a corn dolly,
sometimes shaped like a pyramid. This was kept
throughout the ensuing year.

Michaelmas is also around this time, with
associations of victory as the frnal in-gathering of
the harvest is. (Mars is a god of agriculture as
well as of war). Like the Vernal Equinox, this is
a{so a time for the marking of forces in
equilibrium. It also pertains to the Western
Quarter and its associated symbolism of Cups,
receptivity, dusk, fruitless, and reflection on the
past efforts that are now rewarded. It is a time of
bringing former ideas to physical realization.

All Soule'
Also called Samhain or Sowen, and, of course,
Hallowe'en. [n popular belief souls were released
from Purgatory for forty-eight hours, and
candles were lit for them at windows and a little
feast set out for them, hence the baking of 'soul
cakes'. It is therefore a time for remembrance of
absent friends and relations, particularly those
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decease,i. Ic the +!.i asricilit;:;-;i v--- i; .^,-- *i^
: -rime rilhen mosr of theTiv;;;;i -i.irrr."rill li.'I]:.:i: *"T,mosr ot the tivestock was killed for thewlnter. I hus there was zD onnorrrrnirrr f^-opportunity for
f:lTq "",0, 

alqo, in 
" 

,i*lur-rii'1;'rh. j;,"ftl
Pas1ovgr, b^loo{ *as ma.ked ." 

"ff"i.fJ;;";

ii.- i-i - -i - i-r: 
--:----tscv,qtallon.()t DcJgnrl fng ulvrug.as alr urrPu[rarlr

feature of'the New Jenrsalerrt. The fairy on the
top of the tree may be equally the Lady of Nature
or the Virgin, ot an angelic hierarch, or as a staf
may herald the birth of the divine child.

fhis diui"e birth in a cave or stable in lhe
midwinter is a symbolic picture that is a veritable
compendium of spiritual interpretation.. It may
be the spark of spiritual consciousness coming to
birth in unregenerate man, it may parallel;the 

;

return of light as the depths of wintei henceforth
recede, or it may be taken in its Christian
historical sense as the Incarnation of the Christ,

The image of mother and child, surrounded by
fruits, flowers and other decorations, wae . a
feature of wassailing. They were taken about and
unveiled for peopli to diink their health. This r'

was allo a tirne for 'awakening the orchards', .

with cider poured round the roots and in the
forks of the trees, together with cake or toa$t
dipped in cider. Beating with holly until tho
blood flowed seems a barbarous custom but is,a, l"
relic of the bleeding of animals at this, time of ,i

year, as in earlier times this was thought to
promote health. At the same time they were
blessed. The symbols of the Noghern Quafter
are also relevant to this festival, the dish, coinsn I ,

earth, night, starlight, talisrnans. I l,

CandlemaE ' ' 
',,,,",

Also called Oirnelc. It is the Feast of the ,i'
Purification of the Blessed Virgin Ma"y and,of ',
the Presentation of the child Christ in thb,
Temple, .which released the soul of the old mlq 

l

protection for the c-oming y.u". A"-uii.r"lri"l,was to throw a small 
"u.iuJ. 

ou", tt e roof. Thecelebration or armisiice nil;i;".*[.. r rii
raKes the principle of slaughter and sacrifice to ahigher level.

-, 
Otr^rh. more psychic side of the period it was a

llTf-]o., trying. to read the future by various
Hallowe'en spells usually involving a candle andmrrror. lhe -traditional Halloiuefen childrens,
games ot ducking for apples in a tub of water o"rrylng to eat one-on a string while blindfolded areanother aspect of the spells _ one needs help from
oeyonct the physical to win the fruit. Dressins un
as ghosts, with illuminated hollowed o,rt t,rr"rrio!or swedes, is a lighter aspe*;ar;;-f";;i;f;;
underworld reckJned ro d. uu-J;.;hi,;r;;:
rn rhe church calendar November 11th is known
3t-,-Yur11nmas, and 

. the period ffi;A;:;rrrfialn, the Guy Fawkes bonfires and fireworks
:::l obvrou.sly strike a dgeper chord in the racialsoul than is easily explained by a sevenr..nth' icentur)lpoliticalpiot. ' -r - -

TVintdr Solstice
AIso known as yule, and comprising the davs ofChristmas into 

^the .ul.;;;;'N;,"t v*-"th"j
general popular festivities 

"iini. .r..ently hishlvcommercralized season are all valid ,iiuuipabulum. I he Christmas Tree, decorated with
9:l:' tt. an appropriate Tree of Life, whether in an:., anctent pagan sense or as described in the|"

Simeon, who had been waiting to see the
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lq:;;. {;i ; ffi;l,li"[: HlTf,I'F"1i.,: 313nas been Christianized as St Bride.
. 
With this time is also associated'the Feast of StBlaise, patron of animals, ill; iii*"n ,i_.,

yas..ghe festival known as the I,up...uiiu, for thefertility of flocks and herds, ""d;i;;l*.r,. St
I*ll':: Day faus o"' ;h. "rJ iu,r, andoeneath the conventional flirtation associatedwith this day there is a vast ,;;;;;l,;;;ltr;
around Cupid and the ancient Eil, ;;;, in their

WINTER
SOLETICE SUMMER

soLSTtcE

NOVEMBER I

AUTUMNAL
EQUINOX

CHART OF T}IE ZODIAC

VERNAL EQUTNOX

\.9\ \

x$u'

deeper sense, are much more than the
sentirnental cherubs of popular art: they are
representativbs of the great force of Love in the
universe in all its aspects,

It wou,ld also be possible to introduce stellar
symbolism io our basic four-fold Temple nfgn Uy

superimposing a chart of the Zodiac. The Vernal
Equinof is the cusp of the beginning of the sign of
Aries and the signs are processed. round
according to date.

It is interesting to note that the traditional
symbols of the Four Holy Living Creatures of the
Vision of Ezekiel are the zodiacal signs which the
Sun is in at the Cross-Quarter Days" These
symbols, the Bull, the Lion, the Eagle_ and the
Man, also appear in the Revelations of St John
the Divine and were later taken by Qhristianity
to be emblems for the four gosPels,
Matthew/Man, Mark/Lion, Luke/Bull, and

John/Eagle (the eagle being another form for
Scorpio).

The Fertility Bull
The associations of symbolism are quite
evocative. The fertility bull and the May Qpeen
(which has extensions into the myth of Zeus and
Io)) for instance,-a forerunner of the goddess [sis,
to whom all horned beasts were sicred. Also it
may be noted that the ruling planet of Taurus is

Venus. The Lion, symbol of power; whose ruling
planet is the Sun, is associated with the
Annunciation Star and the Assumption of the
Virgin and inundation of the River of Life. The
death sign of Scorpio is associated with the Feast
of All Souls' when the dead are supposed to bt
free to walk the world. The Aquarian Man,rin

,., 'lt
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, _;___--,:.".,. Lr& r.rirrlyal oI d_lgnts, ls aroplcat association- in our own times wilh theforeshadowing of a N.*Ag.. 
rr' "'+'v'

. These b"9u{ symbolic f,int. ur. not meant to
:r.^rl1.*1lic, byt rather poetic suggestions, ;, ;;
lne ways, thar the imagination _ly Ue tea into
X.:p" ulg rich .symbolic associations. Withoui.:ff iTl]I ot the,free. imagintion, leading from
:X:-,T"o*n .to. ll: hitherto unknown,: little
errecrrve T1Si. is likely to be performed. Whiisi
l:.:,rl1td_be ctear about *hai one i, arirg 

"ri111, o:. proposes to go about it, too iru"f,
fnreuectual systematizing is a crampintstraitjacket to effective -ug.i".We therefore leave it io tji.'irnugination of each

::T..ll" j_.vetop his or her owri seasonal rites,
il:^,:,._^l"regoing notes should give " ,imfle
?3:rc 

ptailorm I'rom which imagination can soar,
\Jvote: Keaders in the Southern hemisphere, orany other..region where the natur; ;iil; seasons
:lll:rs, wrll have to make a more radical use of
l1:.]-:gt"ution, but from the basic principles wenave glven, a detailed system stroutd ne fairty
eas), to construct for any location in the world.) 

.

CHAPTER SEVEN

THE PLANETARY POWERS . .

Once a regular working cycle for the Magical
Temple his been estiblished, it will be a

funciioning tool for other types of working, such
as the concentration of particular psychic forces
to rectify psychological unbalances.

Marsilio Ficino, one of the early Renaissance
magicianq, a priest and physician as well as

scholar, conceived this to be the rn-ain purpose of
natural magic. Thus to counteract the adverse, r

effects prod-uced by spending to6 much tirne in
academic study (a pursuit pertaining to Mercury '

and Saturn)' he- advocated migical work
concentrating on Venus and the Sun, thus
restoring the balance of emotional and physical I

well-being. .) ,

Ficino also experimented with balancing badly, 
I

aspected planeti in astrological birth charts, and 
'wilh counter-acting possible difficulties that were

thought to be attendant upon eclipses ofthe sun '

and iroon or the appearanie ofcomets'
We have spoken in terms of planets; these are 

'

the tradition;l 'planets'; which-consist of the five
visible actual planets, (Mercury,'Venus, Mars! .,,
Jupiter and Satuin), together with the Sun and 'i,
lrrlion.which, of course, as,monomically speaking;
arg not actually planets. l{e arp cencgrned wif

.:. . i :, :;:."t::.' : l,,. ;,.,

.'i,.,,, .,,, tt :.".1,.,;
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+i-. --- i- -,- r! ur rrrc rnner woilds however, rath€rthan,the phySical organizatioo oi tn.?;;;iworlds, and the -traditional piu".r, are

:?:l:li.lr_symbolic foci for ,.u." ,ifr, of innerprane energies.

_ To this end we may produce an alternativeTemple or Magic Circle'ph";; irc?"_ or 
"nexagram, or Star of David, which has theplanetary potencies marked upon it.--"

HEXAGRAM SHOWING PLANETARY
POTENCIES

Students rif the Qabalah will recognize that
this pattern is derived from the Tree of Life, witlr
Saturn placed in the Daath position, taking on
the powers of the Supernal Sephiroth; whilst the
Moon in Yesod also incorporates the powers of
Earth of Malkuth. Whilst perhaps not essential,
it should be said that a working knowledge,of the

Qabalistic Tree of Life is an important part of the
theory of practical magic.

It will be seen from this diagram that on
standing in the centre of the Temple one is in the
place of the Central Sun, about which the other
planets revolve. (The Moon revolves round the
Sun in so far that it is a satellite of the Earth).

We recommend that the planetary powers of.
the Temple be invoked in the overall context of
the Elemental Temple,already described, as the
planetary forces are but specializations of the
more general Elernental powers of Earth,
through which all exra-terrestrial forces have to
operate before they can be perceived by us.

A Rite with Planetary Forcee
So having opened the Elemental Temple in the
usual fashion with the Opening Ritual of the

'Pentagram, one may go on to perform a rite with
planetary forces, with the planetary
configurations superimposed upon the
Elemental. As an example, let us suppose that
one wished, say, Io consecrate a crystal ball to
increase its effectiveness in inducing psychic
visions within it.

Having concluded the Opening Ceremony one
would make the statement of intention of the rite.
The crystal ball would have been placed ready in
the West, matters of psychisrn being related to the

rji li. i, ir,
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__ -:_-t'... rv..rel/. us prcr{-cs upon a sllvermlrror under a purple veil or cloth prior to this

ll1 ot the rite; the mirror might be divided into
nrne. raclral or other sections or be masked off to
oer .rn ellect, nine_faceted. All such details are
subJect to the creative imagination and ingenuityof the operator, subjeci ;;.-;h.' particular
plane.tary. correspondeices _ *fri.n ^*. 

,rrufi
oescrrbe shortly.

The Fountain Breath
Standing in the centre, facing West, one would
commence regular deep breathing, and with therechnrque ot'the Fountain Breath-fill the templewith purple light.

Tfr-e Fbuntiin Breath is performed as follows.

I 1].lg-'.-*"' 
t u.i 

".a a.ip 
-r-, 

J, Jiiiirir, i ng, s a y t oa,count ol four, on an in-breath concentrate
ynrle psychic light in the imagination above the
nead; on an out_breath draw it down through thecentral column of the body, through;i;. fed, intothe.ground beneath; o., 

"n 
i"-b;.?;h-lraw it uo

lagain through the body to above ,f," i."a;'uifi
i"1.r1i"1,+l.ath project it as a fountain of'[tht.(wnrte or coloured appropriately to the *ork-in
3Sl t:lling abou.f one in t[. T;;;iJ'il;
permeating the psychic atmosphere

_, 
On..*oyld also formulate prayers to God that

lnr:ugh the^ rntercession and guidance of the
fl:LTq.] Gabriel and. .the choirs of ung.t,
9Dedr:"nt 

to him, the ball be consecrated to iise
and eltectlve use.

-^1r^: 
physical ritual.token of this one might

H.rn?qr c.ense 
. 
the ball nine rimes with ihethurible, in which was, burni"s upp*;.iu;.

ineense. or one might 
"ir.u*?rnH,ii;;5'ii.,;

tempie nine times with it. The acruai aciions oi
the ritual, inner and outer' may vary
considerably according to Personal taste and
circumstance as long ai they'are within the lines
of the appropriate symbolic correspondences. All
this should lead to the unr,nistakable feeling that
'something' is happening'. If self'consciousness'
clumsinesJ or neruo,rsniss ,intervene then the
ritual actions rnay bear little results' Howev€r, ,

practice makes peifect; and it should also be said ' ,

that often the most efiective workings follow on ,l

i;;";;;;i;.;;[-"",ipuil'y aboui the whole :

thing, or even 'stage fright I at thein
commencement.

Physiological Reactions
Hidh powered ritual -will often induce ::

phlsioldgical reactiins of increased lalc of '

ireartbeal, difficulty in balancing, and itching or
numbness in certain parts of the body, the throat
for instance or top of ihe head or between the
eyes areas associated with main psychic
centres. One learns to work through these

manlfestations but they are unlikely to be a

problem to the lone beginner, wlto is not usually
bbletoconjureupsuchaheadofforce,, ; 

"
At the 

-end of the ceremony, whatev€r the 
i

results,(orapparentlackofthem),givethanksto:
God and to ilie Archangelo cholrs of angels and,

otheq biings involved, prior to closing. This i1

irnportant,- not only as a point of sp_iritual
courtesy but in terms of the psychological '

dynamics-involve.d. [t.goes without saying that it
should be heartfelt and not perfurrctory. , ' .,:,.ir

Forms lor these beings may be built up in the
irnagination in the appropriate colours and in
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apposite.
uyrnponsm seems most

In the early books of magic long tables ofcorrespondences were given ajan aidio Setecting
lf_lannronriate symbJls ro. u"y op..uiion, as forrnsrance the Occult philosopfu' of CoineliusAgrippa. We do not intend io'p.odu., a lonscatalogue here but.,si-pty to lii.;f;;;;j"?examples which will seivl to istablish g.;;principles. In all magical *or[-li i, mostimportant that one undJrstand, it. pri".ipil;i
every ritual action that is undertakerr. To'"eciG
or enact material that one does.not understanJisfyl t.he most part useless, u"a i" tfrl ".. of old orquDlous sources, can be unpleasant or even
cutngerous.

Mythology and Legendary Material
1j:39,UTwledge of mythology and legendarymaterlal ls necessary for effective mlgic. it
proyides the vocabulary of i tung.r"g. forintelligible intercourse b.i.een th. f,iu?.., o", i.,more psychological terms, is the imagbry that the
suDconscrous mind deals in. And relding up on
$e mylhs,.legends and folkior. *fii*rv. a whole
nosr ol lurther attributions and suggeitions to thebare bones.of the planetary corresfi3rrJ..r..r. lt i,nere also that a study of the Tre-e of Life of fhe
Qabalah is useful, u, it i, u a*i.. tat inter-relates the teeming diversity of different
mythologies and legendary systems.

...,]ln: appropriate- symbolic colour can carrywttR lt a number of lesser correspondences. For
lT:T:.l rellow, fgr th9 Sr", *.Ir,. il;jl.;ilowglsl (and particularly, of course, sunffowers)
woyfd be appropriate foi"aecoratini the templi 

t

in a Solar rite, and yellow robes oraccoutrements
would also be in order.

Number is also an important basic symbolic
categorization. In fact miny subsidiary symbols

"un 
L. derived from number and colour. Thus a

yellow hexagon, constructed from card, can be as

evocative as-a gold and diamond pantacle, and

though it might not be 'quite so effective

talismanically in terms of its molecular structure,
it is eminently inore practical in terms of finance

and ease of working the materials.
The astrological signs over which the planets

are said to 'rule' are also relevant as'an
additional source of symbolic correspondences'
Examination of an elementary astrology textbook
will give many suggestivi lines to follow.

It-should be spid that too tight and complex a

preoccupation with symbolic correspondences
can become self-contradictory and self-defeating'
Some tyro students of magic are like 

- 
the ass

which starved to death because it was between
two bales of hay and could not make up its mind
which one to eat. They might be unable to decide

whether a four-leaf 
'clover is attributable to '

Iuoiter (because of the four leaves) or to Venus

iuir""tsi it is green). Either correspondencewill
of course do, in which case one ignores the other'
This is an elementary application of the Magical
Will, which is the antithesis of intellectual
dithiring.

We list below each planet and its particular
attributions, first as to the type of force that each

,.p.....,rt, and then as to tL; symbols by which
that type of force is best attracted and worked
with, ' ^ either by natural symPathies ' or r

associations of ideas. . 
l

! HF r!,Al!f, I An f r\rlt!l\u

'ri l
', I I ., t

,' r rl.' J' I :.ili.i..
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Sun
Life and light in general. As the source of lightand warmth and ient"e of tn" pl"ri.tury system
I a:tr:nqrnical tenms, so operations of the Sunar:-t9 help with equiliblation, t "r-o., , and thewelt-being 

_and growthr"f ;hifi;.-A;y generat
I:lki"s of .the. planetary io"il"rl'tjo" of thetempte may be done with solar symbols).

Moon , '

The inner side of things, psychic visions, dreams,
r th€ automatic nervoulsyilem. As well as."ur-irgthr, tides of the sea, the tvloon'is uiJo Jon..rn.a
y_tr,ll r"l.r psychic tides and the, ebb and.flowandcycles o[natural life. Itsreflective nature alsopertalns to psychism and clairvoyance.

To $o with all things of_an intellectual nature;
l:1di"s,, writing, bo6ks, r.ur"i"g.' ;irJiu.i.,.r,
ffii"5:,': ;l$J 

.'' 
AT#t ;**i:,l%*litr

Hl;:i TiJ ;ffi :'t? ,3 lif ::ilii:ffi I i,ffi
an element of deviousness or even dishonesty intoits ambit, or intellectuat soptristry

' lenue
9":::fd_ yith the feelings, not onry of a
::,T:"rr: .nature but all personal and. sociairelarlonshlDs wh.ere the heart is rnore i*portarrithan the hlad. Aho;;;;;.;;kil;. ideats and, devotion or dedic"i;;;; ;-";:"-^:i:atlon to a quest or principle.

litigation, disputes and rnatters of contention, It'
*oiia b. a frtittake tornegard it wholly in the
light of belligerence and confrontation however';
it"is at root ; sphere of energy, particularly of a
pioneering, discovering and initiatory nature.
Agricultuie and gardening, and therefore food

rr r/ ir.

, which is a,
and livelihood, and earning a living, also come
into its province. So does laughter, which is a
dectrnvci nf tensions- showins the positive side ofdestroyer of tensions, showing the positive
the deitructive aspect of Mars; of which another
element is surgery.

Iuoiter
tn^. sphere of orderliness, organization- and
rulership; the smooth working- of machinbry,
whethei it be administrative, mechanicaln
biological, agany other form of co-operation of
parts to u "o**on p".pot.. Ttl*ry"1F and,
hierarchy, also brotheiliness and friendship, are:

also part of it.

$aturn
Saturn, (like Mars), is often misunderstoqd
through an over-emphasis of its less attraQtive,

urp..ir, and is considered an influencq of
timitation and resriction. It is, however, a higher
analogue of the quantities of Earth - it is a

concrition or realization of ,plahs, -or a

concretion or realizatioh irf energyiln the form o!
wealth or money or land or possgssions'(all of
which can also have a limiting effect in- terrns of
imposing responsibility to i.. and care 

- 
for

thJm). Ii is also represintative of higher wisdom
and intuitions, which are concretions of the Will
J ttt. Spirit, the basic drive and Divine ground of
giiery rnlo arrd wotItan., ' 

, :r:i,: l r'i',,
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In the table that follows the first line gives the
appropriate number, colour, metal, irtcense, gem
and astrological sign,

This is followed by some representative god-
forms, Egyptian (E), Greek (G), Roman (R), or
Nordic (N). The list is far from comprehensive
and could be expanded by legendary heroes and
even characters from fiction or popular history.
Some gods partake of more than one attribution;
thus Zeus as ruler pertains toJupiter, as hurler of
thunderbolts to Mars, etc. Similarly there are
different activities related to particular planetary
forces j the chaste Diana, protectress of the
young and the pregnant is part of the Moon
forces, as is the menacing guardian of the
Underworld, the shape-shifting siren and hag,
Hecate.

Lastly is the traditional Q,abalistic Archangel
(AA) and angelic choir (AC). For further *

expansion a textbook on the Tree of Life may be
referred to.

Ghristian Correepondences
Those who prefer-to worlc in a Christian context
entirely (although the forces invoked; even
though pagan in form, are all part of God's
creation, and therefore not incompatible with a
Christian magician's approach) may find the
following table helpful. It could be supplemented
considerably by Christian hagiography and
tradition, for which The Diaine Comedy of Dante
forms an excellent encyclopaedia of
correspondences. 

.

SUN God the Son. Jesus the transfigured,

, .: r't
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_ _-_1, -.-L.vsurrLv.rsuJqsus wlln you until
rne end ol the world',.*Pg 

*.,-l]::.gd virgin Mary. rhe HolySpirit, the inspirer.
Mll_9Y,.RY J.ir: the miracle worker, andtravelling preacher. ' Qrrs

VII]JS J;;: the.lover of all men and women

84 I HFt irpA("rlr'tr rrD nr-
iL iiiriirii,

JUIITER God the Father. St Jesus,head ofthe Church,

I and the Crearion, Th. il;;;L*r* or the
gfements 

. 
of the Holy Trinir). '.iil. Sacredfleart, (also attributable to the Sun, the heart

f-.^':,q,^:l: 1"" of the pr,y.i."i" il;1;
- - 

rradltronal correspondence).
MIRS Jesus the a'.i*, of th. money changersfrom theTemple. The j"dt. .i;li;i ti..na orthe world.

S4TUTN Jesus crucified, the God-head limitedrnro human forrn, power and mercy through
sacrifice.

iWith such an approach, and the F.lemental
QFarters attributed to the Four C".pa Heraldic
1".3r,r, 

(deriving_from the Old i.-r;;;;;; Virt..
?:ff:ft-.kilo also found in the Revelation of Si
Jonn rne r_Jrvrne) a completely Christian chapel isformulated. But whate*. tf,,if*;;,'h", are used
,as, a focus for consciousn."*, 

-;il.';"atifyi,"J
attltude and spirittr"f inl.nio" ,iio"ja remainthe same. One is *r.f.ingio-.o:;era"tl'with Godin the ordbr of his crea"tion; #;;;pt.;';,;
sec-ret and forbidden powers in an-arbitrary andr, solf'centred fashion. ' 

- -:' --' s" utvr

One of the main problems in the working of
.ritual magic is finding the appropriate space for
it" . Even when one may have understahding
relatives or neighbours, conditions'of living are
apt to be cramped, particul3rly in an urbafr
environment. Thus in addition to the sacrifice in
time that one must give to it; there is also the '

sacrificein living space, which may well bsmore
demanding; for the space set aside for magic
ought not to be used for other purposes.

However, it is upon sacrifice that power rn"ay
be built, for what is given up at one level will be
restored at another the inner aspect ; of
Newton's l-aw of Conservation ofi Energy.

The ideal accommodation is a large room with
a ceiling high enough"to be able to wield a swor-d ,

or rod with freedorn, Moreover it should be of
equable temperature and soundproof.

Noisee of Civiliration

CHAPTER EIGHT

CONSTRUCTION AND LOCATION OF A
TEMPLE

The need for these requirements should be self.
evident. [t is uncomfortable and distracting to'
perforrn psychit ,work in intense heatr'
exacerbated by ritual robes; whilst to do psychic
work in the cold is even.rnore difficult. , ',':r'

t:'\:.

'::;l

Soundproofi ng i$ rrot absolutcly e$sendal, if,t;t"ltrii.,,;
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:^^^^: _rue;arron ls tsorared. utherwise the need for it is
two-fold: to prevent o,rtsiae., teaffi t-l*;;g;
events .going on inside, and tJ avoid tf,e
drstraction of the noises- of civilization, be they
transistor radios, internal combustion engines o'r
nusnlng lavatorles.
, Before the reader despairs it should be said

that in many-years of magical.*pe"i.rr". one has
yet to meet ideal conditions of wbrking, yet some
ffne magic has nonetheless been *o.lia, despite
the difficulties. Where there,s a will theret a
way, in magic as in all things.

Loft or Baecment Gonversion
If a complete room cannot be given over to a
temple then one must think in ierms of loft or
basement conversion or the erection 

"f 
u fort"Ui.building. Each has its advantages and

d$advanrages. Lofts tend to have odd sliapes and
beams traversing them at awkward angles; albo
ternperature contol can be difficult unless full
professional conversion is undertaken.

Basements 9an be very good, and many
ancient mysteries were enacted-in cavesn but they
are not too common in modern houses, Low
ceilings, it should be said, are also the norm in
modern building, so one may well t uu. to rnoiiif
one's more extravagant ritual gestures with rod
or sword - perhaps substituting a dagger for the
Iatter.

rl ma,y be borne rn mine, however, that the
ancientJvlystery-temples were by no mians large
places. Most of the important work is done in tfreplaces. Most of the important work is done in
irn4gination and can be nerf.r"rn .t ot"r,.ti-"lrn4gination and can be performed standing lr
;1at$ without absoluti necessity for grear
treedom of movement.

It ma_y_be"borne in mine, however, that the

COi{STR.UCTIO}.i AiiD I.OCATiOii 87

Thus in thinking in terms of a portable
building or a prefabricated concrete oD€;
dimensions of no more than eight feet square can
well suffice. Prefabricated concrete is perhaps
preferable to timber in regard to soundproofing,
temperature control and fire hazard, although
there will be difficulties in any case unless
considerable improvements are made to the basic
sructure in terms of cladding, draught exclusion
and laying on light or po*er, apart from keefing
out mice, who can be keen on candles as a
supplement to their diet

Building One's Own Temple
There is a deep and archetypal realization to be
obtained from building one's own temple though,
starting,ilt the very fundamental level of clearing
the ground, levelling it and laying secure
foundations measured off with square and
compass, In such a small area as eight leet square
it is possible to have the basic equipment of
pillars and altar, and to seat four people, if need
b.e one at each corner.

These same considerations mean that, if usin$
an indoor room, its proportions can be very
modest, and it is even possible to utilize an old
store cupboard, provided that sensible
precautions of ventilation and access (and
egress!) are taken.

Alternatively one may partition off part of a
room. An L-shaped room is particularly
adaptable in this regard. It is best if this can be
done on a permanent basis; though a
compromise is to have a corner curtained off,
which, when uncurtained, becomes the focal

illlllr.i,iir liri:

point for the whdle room.
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L_:". or+vrr .rrr_arrangement lt would be best tonave a room which does not have a great deal ofdaily use, which would ;;il;;"rh. p;t;-hi;
-:lresses, .pertaining to temple 

-r...-lf, 
is a

::1::"i:licompromise, however, in adapting a,
cannot be kept fully
:pare rgorr-1, or-even large passageway, whichcannot be kept fullv furnished all ih. ti_o ,^,;,r.hed all the time withritual equipment.

ARitualCupboard
Akin to this arrangement is the use of a ritualcupboard which isl in its ;; ;;# r.#::cowerted wardrobe or simila. ,ir.J ,n.ff ,,iiiw_ith the. upper shelves ,.-"u.a-u"J the central
:::-:1:ng as an attar top when the cupboard
ooors are opened.

The part underneath the shelf is curtained off,, and the shelved space under the aiiar top is usedto store the symbols, which are taken out and
p11::o around.the robrn when a cerernony isberng perlormed. It can also house the robes and
:"T.i,gl: _crcle 

floorcloth, which is particularly
userut ln clrcumstances like these.

^^1Et:,noorcloth 
inscribedwitf, tne Elemental

:I."f: Hanetary configurations can be quite
effectlve ln transforming the atmosphere of the
113m 

whel it is taid o"ripurii*iur"t"i*r,.r, ritqut
rooes are also used.

_,.11._it_"_ltug.. of a place entirely set apart isrnat one can- enter it without getting robid andprepanng things, and immediately 6e consciousor rhe prepared atmosphere and'the intuitions
lig psychic insights that this induces. Thus a,::11..1 up temple saves time and energy and is a,great 

. 
convenience, but it is not i'bsolutelv

€ssentrat and anyone who makes the most of th!

C'C'i']STF, !-lcTi':ii'i Ai'iii i-'.liCAT'i L)i\ 8{j

lirnited resources that they have can certainly,
progress in their practical€tudies. 'r

As in sther branches of esoteric study, ,the

important thing is to take the next step, using the
opportunities to hand, however m€agre 'that
might appear. This will act as an invocation dnd
ciriumsiincesr,will gradually change for the
better. To wait for ideal conditions before doing
anything may entail a long wait indeed.

Many of the problems of the cgnstruction and
location'of a temple are circumvented if one
works one's magic out of doors, 4lthough'an
unpredictable clirnate can raise other hazards
and discomforts. :

There is usually a certain difference in attitude
between those atiracted to indoor or to outdqor
workingi :though they are in- essenqe Qlite
compatible despite surface differences. The
former tends to be a more formalized and
int'ellecttlal approach, the latter',is the natur4l
inclination of'tr" nature mystic and those
attracted towards the Craft, as revivals"of pagan
lore and belief tend nowadays to be called. In its
modern form it is close to being a mystical and
religious side to ecological and environmintal

"onie"r 
for the natural world.

t,

An,Outdoor Temple
It is, possible to make an outdoor temple of
standing stones along the lines we have described
for an indoor temple" In a' wider sense the
horizon is the ma$ic circle. The problems of
constructing a stone circle, €ven in rniniature,
can obviouslv be considerable. These are eased if
bne thinks' in terms of a wood-henge,
consructing a circle of upright posts.
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rr srsaqvaJlrage to thrs kind of construction is

agaln one of location. It seems somewhat out ofplace in a.suburban gfrden,.rnJ tmcu.iosiiy oi
neighbours. mtglrt noibe conducive to effective or' umnhibited working.
. ,fh9re is, howevir, ample scope for informaland less srructured mafical ,ii.r. 

-ft 
ri;';;

Ti?y_,Brl".hical power sources to be tapped in
the held ol nature and even in an urban pirk.

There are, of course, powerful Fsychic fonces

1;13;iatea;vith ancient sites of *orrfiif *f^i.ir-i"
I\orthern Eqr9p9 and the British Islis are very
numerous ahd by no means confined to th;touristsl centres of. Stoneheng., C-l"Jr;r.r;
C31n1c or similar sites. Howe"v;;, it'should bes4id that some .old sites may U.: rnor. powerful
llT,.,n: bargains.fo., ro 

"u.riion 
uiJ gooa ..r,r.

should be used. There are excellent places to befound to start with that;";;;;;;lny ou.rtayof possible past workings in ancieni times butwnlch have . good. natural power to gain
experience with. Feel the different uiOruti"o"s
irrduced by different types of woods or individual
ff€es, particularly- the tnagical' trees of.oak, ashand thorn, beech woods and willow groves.
Other locations, particulariy itor.'"*i,t ro*.
typcs of pine, can be quite alien and.".;l;;;1.."(he 

_ 
may also 

. 
utilize other public places,

particularly churches or. cathedrals, where anatmosphere of devotion' has b..; t;ilt - i';perhaps over centuries, and where there aie
T","y contributing tristoricat 

"ur..nir, especially
lr rne.bulldrng occupies an ancient site. Even so

,H.":",t:a national edifice as St paul,s cathedral,
wrth rts hordes of tourists, has its power points

t,rdigcernible to those who are,""ritiuJ,o t.fr"*.

t,,1,

)
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Marhing Out a Circle
This type of working presupPoses that one can
work without drawing unnecessary attention to
oneself. In the field this is particularly simple, for
one may have quite ordinary looking things set

apart for magical usq. A hooded duffle _coat
siru.s for a magical robe, a thumb-stick or
walking stick f'or a rod; knife or mattock' and
mug oi billy-can serve magically as well as any
swoid or cup; and a compass card makes an
excellent pantacle for the North. These, together
with cord or girdle, make up the complete
equipmcnt for marking out a circle -'in the centre
of which one stands using one's magical
imagination.
,i In the more public type of place one will wish
.lo have-reven less outward signs. In this we
gpproach an important aspect of magical work,
,6i 

-which 
the foimal ritual is the training and

oreDaration. This is the abilitv to do without the
lxternal symbolic weapons bul to use them in the
imagination. Thus eveiy magician has two sets of
magical weapons,.as Eliphas LCvi pointed out; a
phwical set, and a' set in the imagination. The
iatier is very difficult to forrrrulate without having
obtained and gained facility with the former, but
once so gained it may be used as effectively,
' One may thus eventually be able to process

around a cathedral or an open field with magical
intention and work as powerful magic, and even

more so, than in one's private temple, without
onlookers being any the wiser - thus fulfilling the
old masical adase:"';6uiifiLi, "io KNow, To DARE, To
KEEP SILENCE.
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The Magical Sphere
This meditational aid has many symbolic
ra.mifications to it as any ;h; ;;; to and use it
will discover for themselves. It can be rnade fromr thin card cut into two circles and two semi_circles

tnstructed and cut along the solidly drawn lines,

-"Slot,Circles 
l. and 2Into *u.n Jtt.. U; ;;;;.

ot the horizontal slot in each one that goes to th;,,, centre. Then stot rhu u;i:;i.;i; 
"r 

cl""i. ii.,;
the top and bottom f,.fl-rf"t, 

"iiircte 2. When
1o11tlV done this will give you a yellow quarter,a red quarter, a blue quarter,'and a green
quarter.

ImSgine Circle I to be the floor of the physical
temple^or the magical circle upon the hoor..,:::I:, z :?.1 be equated in terms of symbolism
with the Pillar's on each side of you as you stand

::jll_:..n,.. - rlr.y a.re syrnbotiiatiy exi.r,ded to
T.h",rty^blTee.qing above and below you to form
!ii.k3. Paba]isls may consider tr,. luou. poir,t
lg be Kether, the below point to be Malkuth, anJ,. the centre point Tiphareth. Circle 3 then

, and Wcst of pillars or Circle 2) ana also the

,' above and below, upper world and lower world,

,

Ai'i'ili.i!,'!X- t'a

or cortpcious and stlbconsciousi Meditation will
umavel rnany rnore meanings, particularly in
relation to the early chapters of Dion Fortune's
Cosmic Doctrine.

The Magical Cube
This is a"similar construction but based upon the
cube instead of the sphere. It may be said to
represent the ideal temple. ConsFuction details
u"L in Figure,2 and the lines formed of dashes are
where fdlds are made in the card, .optionally

inward or outward. The colours are rnade the
sgme each side for each part of the diagram.
When cut out and folded it will give a cubical
temple with four Elemental QuartCrs each in the

shape of an ideal Altar, the double cube.
Again, lgeditation will reveal more?

Pillar Construction
The simplest form of pillar construction is..to
have a length of square planed timber about 4in.

:${u?r€ and 6ft long. This can be slotted into a
rnetal base to keep it standing upright and an old
tnachine wheel from a scrap yard.provides,a very
good ready-made one. The sphere at the top can
6e represented bv a child's rubber ball stucXr onto
the tfp by glue or else impaled on a nail' Thi
:whole thingls then painted black or silver. If it is
,desired to hang syn'rbols on the pillars (such as

strvotd or wand, etc.), then nails or screws can be

urtobtrusively driven into it at any necessary
points. r' 

Sorne like their pillars to be cylindrical but this

Do5as difficult production problems unless you

"att 
perhaps 

- find some large diameter
manufacturid tubing or rod in a material other

I i . ,.

i,,r, ,, . . i,, ,i 
',i



+4 T,-E F-iiiilTieE C,F R.iTLAL i,iA(_;ii_l
-L^_ ^:rrran umoer. lt tlmber is used it will either needto be turned on a lathe 1p-U"Ufv ln smaller
sections than six. fegt) or' .fr. 

-i"i"it;;;;iy
planed and sanded by hand. F---

Nemyse
This. is a vjry simple but effective form of ritual
lj-"9!_.,it: 

.Experiment will show best proportionsror lndrvldual use with various thitknesses of
lt_.rl:l,l.^"vy ctoth will stand 

"ut,o.n.rf,ing likean anctent Egyptian god's head-dress, dut atnrnner material will give a different, but also
effectivc; appearance

, 
The edge with the laces or ribbons attached isptaced against the forehead and the ends of the

Iaces or ribbons then tied behind the head. The
nem),ss can then U. ur.ur,!.J;;;;.;il;o taste.

Robe
The. simplest form of robe, and relatively easily
f?d: bt a.tyro, is simpty alength 

"i.l"in with ahole in rhe.centre for the'head ,i go ihr;"gh. The
usualrnagical robe is a slight deielopment fromthis. The sides are sewn together Lnd sleeves
attached. Traditionally these 

-are .of,." fuii uni
Ppening out toward t!9.cuffs to give u ,f,up. fif.e aletter Tau. If this tradition is fofioweJiils as *.tt
llot to have the sleeves too long u, ,fri, makeshandling candles and other riir^i.q"ip*ent in aconftned space somewhat hazardo.rr-! '--
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hwerful aids to concentration
and visualization

Ritual or ceremonial magic is a discipline and method
ofoccult practice wherein all the faculties ofthe student

are employed in pursuit of the Great !7ork, using a

stronger degree of concentration and visualization
rhan might otherwise be possible. Gareth Knight, an
experienced occultist, here explains how to construct
a magic circle, an altar, and pillars to form a gateway
to the Inner Planes. He also provides full details of

costume, headgear and accessories, and conducts the
reader through every phase of a specimen ritual. Given
persistence and prolonged dedication, eventually you

should find yourselfin the position ofhaving a

fu1l-scale temple permanently assembled in a place
set apart - either on an individual or a shared

group basis"
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